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MATTHEW CHAPTERS 22-23 NOTES 
 
     Matthew Chapter 22 
 
 It’s like a boxing match. The bell rings, and Jesus steps into the ring to battle opponents 
who step forward, one in quick succession after the other. By the end of the match, only Jesus 
is standing victorious, with all three hostile groups “silenced,” or (literally in the Greek) 
“muzzled.”  
 
Matthew 22:1-14- The Parable of the Wedding Feast 
 
 What point is Jesus making in this parable? Why would it so infuriate the Jewish 
leaders? ______________________________________________________________________ 
 To read the parables of Jesus “properly is to see ourselves. But they are more than 
mirrors. They almost always become windows into the heart and mind of God Himself. As a 
result, they do far more than reveal who we are. They help us know who God is. They not only 
expose our condition, but also point to a divine remedy. Self-recognition without a divine 
provision would bring only discouragement. The Lord’s parables bring encouragement, because 
in them we meet ourselves and our God.”1 
 
 How does this parable summarize all of Salvation History? See Acts 13:46 ____________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
The banquet is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
 “Many are invited, but few are chosen” (Mt 22:14). How have you responded to Jesus’ 
invitation? _____________________________________________________________________ 
 “These words in no way conflict with God’s will that all should be saved (1 Tim 2:4). In 
his love for men, Christ patiently seeks the conversion of every single soul, going as far as to die 
on the cross (Mt 23:37). St Paul teaches this when he says that Christ loved us and ‘gave himself 
up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God’ (Eph 5:2). Each of us can assert with the 
Apostle that Christ ‘loved me and gave himself for me’ (Gal 2:20). However, God in his infinite 
wisdom respects man’s freedom: man is free to reject grace (Mt 7:13-14).”2 
 
 “Whether I hear God’s call or not depends on the condition of my ears, and exactly what 
I hear depends upon my spiritual attitude. God will not come to force or plead with you. When 
our Lord called His disciples, He did it without irresistible pressure from the outside. The quiet, 
yet passionate, insistence of His ‘Follow Me’ was spoken to men whose every sense was 
receptive (Mt 4:19). If we allow the Holy Spirit to bring us face-to-face with God, we too will 

                                                      
1 Inrig, Gary. The Parables: Understanding What Jesus Meant. (c) 1991 by Discovery House Publishing, Inc., Grand 
Rapids, MI, pp 8. 
2 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew: Texts and Commentaries. (c) 1998 by Four Courts Press, Dublin, Ireland, pp 188. 
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hear what Isaiah heard—‘the voice of the Lord’ (Is 6:8). In perfect freedom, we too will say, 
‘Here I am! Send me!’”3 
 
 And so before this boxing match or “wisdom contest begins, Jesus makes a kind of 
opening statement with His Parable of the Marriage Feast. In this parable, God the Father is 
king, Jesus is the son getting married, and the marriage feast is the new Passover (the 
Eucharist) that Jesus is about to celebrate. The invitees are the leaders of Israel, the people who 
ought to welcome the coming of Israel’s Messiah, but they reject the invitation and even abuse 
the messengers. So the king sends his troops to burn their city—a reference to the destruction 
of Jerusalem, which would take place in less than 40 years (ca. AD 70). Riffraff from the streets 
(that is, the Gentiles) are recruited to fill the kings’ banquet hall (the Church), which is now 
filled with ‘both good and bad,’ reminding us of the weeds, the wheat, and the net. A guest, 
however, shows up with no wedding garment (good deeds; see Revelation 19:8), so the host 
tosses him out. Sometimes this is necessary in the Church (see 1 Cor 5:9-13).”4 
 
 “What is the significance of the man without wedding clothes who is thrown outside? 
See Revelation 19:7-9.”5  _________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:15-22- Paying Taxes to Caesar 
 It is a testimony to how much the Pharisees and Herodians hated Jesus that we see 
them joining forces to attempt to entangle Jesus in a political question. The Herodians 
supported the regime of Herod and Roman rule for the comforts afforded them by 
compromise. The Pharisees, on the other hand, were strongly anti-Roman and zealous Law 
keepers who regarded Herod with disdain. “These groups found a common enemy in Jesus. The 
Pharisees did not like Jesus because he exposed their hypocrisy. The Herodians also saw Jesus 
as a threat. They had lost political control when, as a result of reported unrest, Rome had 
deposed Archelaus (Herod’s son with authority over Judea) and replaced him with a Roman 
governor. The Herodians feared that Jesus would cause still more instability in Judea and that 
Rome might react by never replacing the Roman leaders with a descendant of Herod. 
 Judea had been a Roman province since 63 BC. But the Jews had fairly recently been 
forced to pay taxes or tribute to Caesar—in AD 6, the Sanhedrin (Jewish Council) was made 
responsible to collect taxes. There were three basic taxes: (1) a land or produce tax took one-
tenth of all grain and one-fifth of all fruit or wine; (2) everyone aged fourteen to sixty-five paid 
a head or poll tax collected when a census was taken--- one day’s wages; and (3) a custom tax 
was collected at ports and city gates as tolls for goods transported – rates were 2 to 5% of the 
value of the goods. 

                                                      
3 Chambers, Oswald. My Utmost for His Highest. (c) 1992 by Our Daily Bread Publishers, Grand Rapids, MI, Jan 14. 
4 Bergsma, John. New Testament Basics for Catholics. (c) 2015 by Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, IN, pp 62-63. 
5 Cavins, Jeff and Sarah Christmyer. The Great Adventure: Matthew: The King and His Kingdom. (c) 2019 by 
Ascension Publishing, West Chester, PA, pp 136. 
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 This was a hot topic in Palestine. The Jews hated to pay taxes to Rome because the 
money supported their oppressors and symbolized their subjection. Much of the tax money 
also went to maintain the heathen temples and luxurious lifestyle of Rome’s upper class. 
 The Pharisees were against these taxes on religious grounds. The Herodians supported 
taxation on political grounds. Thus, either a yes or a no could lead Jesus into trouble.”6 
 How did Jesus’ reply support both civil authority and the higher rights of God, as parallel 
duties? _______________________________________________________________________ 
 Note how this would have been a dramatic moment, for a coin with Tiberius Caesar’s 
imprint would not have been readily available in the Temple. It had to be fetched. (The Jews 
considered it offensive, for God had forbade the fashioning of graven images in the likeness of 
any created thing in Ex 20:4--and so such a coin would have been off-limits on Temple grounds). 
All waited, with great anticipation, for Jesus’ reply. 
 
Matthew 22:23-33- Resurrection Life & Marriage 
 Jesus is quite brilliant here and proves (as no rabbi had ever done prior to this moment) 
the resurrection from the Book of Moses.  
 The Sadducees were the wealthy, high priestly families who controlled the Temple and 
all Temple activities and for the most part lived in Jerusalem. Knowing that they believed in the 
first five books of the Bible (Genesis through Deuteronomy, known as the Torah, Pentateuch, or 
Books of Moses), Jesus intentionally quotes Exodus 3:6. How does He point to the verb tense of 
this verse to prove the resurrection? ________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Note: There are numerous Old Testament passages that support the belief in the afterlife, (such 
as Is 25:8, 26:19; Psalm 73:24-25; Ezek 37:1-14, and Dan 12:2), but the Sadducees did not 
accept these books as canonical. Jesus worked within the framework of His audience. How 
might you adopt similar practices (i.e., not quote from the Deuterocanonical books when 
‘debating’ with a Protestant)? _____________________________________________________ 
 Jesus makes the point that the resurrected life will be entirely different from the 
present one. What does Jesus reveal here about the afterlife? ___________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:34-40- The Greatest Commandment 
 Love of God and love of neighbor: everything else is commentary when it comes to what 
is truly important. There is a beautiful simplicity in Jesus’ reply—but how well do you practice 
the Greatest Commandment? _____________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:41-46- Jesus’ Turn to Question 
 Jesus now goes on the offense. What question does He ask His opponents? Why are 
they unable to answer? See Psalm 110:1  ___________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How does Jesus hint at His divinity here? ______________________________________ 

                                                      
6 Barton, Bruce. Mark: Life Application Bible Commentary. (c) 1994 by Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, IL, 
pp 341-343. 



 4

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “A couple of assumptions are at work here. One is your descendant can never be your 
master because he owes you the honor due a father. The second is Psalm 110 is a prophecy of 
the Messiah. Now, the Pharisees accepted both these assumptions, so they are stumped. They 
cannot figure out why David would call the Messiah ‘my lord.’ In hindsight, we know what the 
answer is: because the Messiah is also God Himself, true God and true man. But the Pharisees 
aren’t ready to go there. They aren’t ready to accept Jesus as Messiah, much less that he is God 
himself walking among them.”7 Jesus has essentially asked them: If the Messiah is not David’s 
son, whose son is he? This places them in unchartered waters. The new wine is being poured 
into new wineskins, and the old must give way. What a painful process that always is!  
 
     Matthew Chapter 23 
Matthew 23:1-36- Jesus Denounces the Religious Leaders 
 
 Are you surprised by Jesus’ tone of voice here and His blunt “woe” statements? How is 
this an example of ‘tough love’? ___________________________________________________  
 
 “The greatest among you must be your servant”- Mt 23:11. Whose feet do you need to 
theoretically wash today? What very, very unglamorous task needs to be done that you, God’s 
servant, must be quick to do? _____________________________________________________ 
 “What if holiness isn’t about getting bigger and better, but smaller and closer?”8 
 
 What reservations do you have about serving God? What might He be asking you to do 
that you might not choose? What indescribable joy and adventure might also await you? 
______________________________________________________________________________
St Ignatius describes coming to a point of “complete indifference,” when we solely want what 
God wants and become free of attachments that cause us to hesitate or refuse Jesus’ invitation, 
as the rich young man did in our past lesson. 
 
 How are you hypocritical? __________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Like the Pharisees, are you ‘greedy for honor and recognition’?  Like the Sadducees, do 
you practice what you preach- when convenient? See Romans 2:21-24, written by Paul, a 
former Pharisee and son of a Pharisee. ______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How do you “exalt” yourself? (Mt 23:12) ______________________________________ 
What does James write about this (James 4:6)? Mary in her Magnificat (Luke 1:52)? __________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                      
7 Bergsma, pp 66. 
8 Hahn, Scott. Quoted by E-Spirations: Daily Franciscan Steubenville Conferences Quotes. Sent on-line Feb 21, 2023 
from webmaster@steubenville.org.  
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 How are you consistent or inconsistent in your religious practices? _________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Review Matt 23:23-24. Note: “Mint, dill (aniseed) and cumin were herbs the Jews used in 
cooking or to perfume rooms. They were such insignificant items that they were not covered by 
the Mosaic precept on paying tithes (Lev 27:30-33; Deut 14:22); the precept did not apply to 
domestic animals and the more common agricultural products such as wheat, wine, and olive 
oil. However, the Pharisees, being so intent on showing their scrupulous observance of the Law, 
paid tithes even of these herbs. Our Lord does not despise or reject the Law; he is simply telling 
people to get the priorities right: there is no point in attending to secondary details if one is 
neglecting what is really basic and important—justice, mercy, and faith.”9 
  Both gnats and camels were considered unclean insects/animals. See Lev 11:4, 41-43. 
“How would Jesus’ condemnation of the scribes and Pharisees in these verses (23:23-24) apply 
to your practice of Catholic devotions? For example, how does scrupulous observance of your 
favorite devotion compare with how you practice charity to others?”10  ___________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matt 23:9- Apologetic Question- How might you respond to an inquirer who asks: “Why do you 
call your priest ‘Father,’ when Jesus explicitly commands to call no man your Father?” ________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Jesus uses hyperbole to post a warning that no one should pridefully desire honorific 
titles. His words are not meant literally. The New Testament writers elsewhere use ‘father’ for 
natural fathers (Heb 12:7-11) and spiritual fathers in the Church (1 Cor 4:15; Philem 10). The 
spiritual fatherhood of New Covenant priests is an extension of its application to Old Covenant 
priests (Judg 17:10; 18:19).”11 
 
Matthew 23:37-39- Jesus Grieves Over Jerusalem 
 When Jesus gazes upon you, His daughter, with great compassion and knowledge—as 
He knows every detail of your life—how might He grieve?  Are you in a place of freedom where 
you are “willing” to go to Him and “be gathered under His (protective) wing”? Talk to Him/ pray 
about what keeps you from doing so fully and with abandon. ____________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Prayer is the hinge of your entire life… because that is where Christ’s heart speaks to 
your heart in a way that words cannot express.”12 
  
Old Testament Connection: God is portrayed as a winged bird protecting Israel in Deut 32:10-
12; Ps 91:4; Is 31:5. 
 
(C) Glenda Canfield, March 2023. 
                                                      
9 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew: Texts and Commentaries, pp 198. 
10 Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, pp 84.  
11 The Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, with Introduction, Commentary and Notes by Scott 
Hahn and Curtis Mitch. (c) 2000 by Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA, pp 57. 
12 Burds, Peter. Quoted by E-Spirations: Daily Franciscan Steubenville Conference Quotes. Sent on-line Feb 25, 
2023 from webmaster@steubenville.org.  
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MATTHEW CHAPTERS 22-23 NOTES 
 
     Matthew Chapter 22 
 
 It’s like a boxing match. The bell rings, and Jesus steps into the ring to battle opponents 
who step forward, one in quick succession after the other. By the end of the match, only Jesus 
is standing victorious, with all three hostile groups “silenced,” or (literally in the Greek) 
“muzzled.”  
 
Matthew 22:1-14- The Parable of the Wedding Feast 
 
 What point is Jesus making in this parable? Why would it so infuriate the Jewish 
leaders? ______________________________________________________________________ 
 To read the parables of Jesus “properly is to see ourselves. But they are more than 
mirrors. They almost always become windows into the heart and mind of God Himself. As a 
result, they do far more than reveal who we are. They help us know who God is. They not only 
expose our condition, but also point to a divine remedy. Self-recognition without a divine 
provision would bring only discouragement. The Lord’s parables bring encouragement, because 
in them we meet ourselves and our God.”1 
 
 How does this parable summarize all of Salvation History? See Acts 13:46 ____________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
The banquet is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
 “Many are invited, but few are chosen” (Mt 22:14). How have you responded to Jesus’ 
invitation? _____________________________________________________________________ 
 “These words in no way conflict with God’s will that all should be saved (1 Tim 2:4). In 
his love for men, Christ patiently seeks the conversion of every single soul, going as far as to die 
on the cross (Mt 23:37). St Paul teaches this when he says that Christ loved us and ‘gave himself 
up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God’ (Eph 5:2). Each of us can assert with the 
Apostle that Christ ‘loved me and gave himself for me’ (Gal 2:20). However, God in his infinite 
wisdom respects man’s freedom: man is free to reject grace (Mt 7:13-14).”2 
 
 “Whether I hear God’s call or not depends on the condition of my ears, and exactly what 
I hear depends upon my spiritual attitude. God will not come to force or plead with you. When 
our Lord called His disciples, He did it without irresistible pressure from the outside. The quiet, 
yet passionate, insistence of His ‘Follow Me’ was spoken to men whose every sense was 
receptive (Mt 4:19). If we allow the Holy Spirit to bring us face-to-face with God, we too will 

                                                      
1 Inrig, Gary. The Parables: Understanding What Jesus Meant. (c) 1991 by Discovery House Publishing, Inc., Grand 
Rapids, MI, pp 8. 
2 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew: Texts and Commentaries. (c) 1998 by Four Courts Press, Dublin, Ireland, pp 188. 
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hear what Isaiah heard—‘the voice of the Lord’ (Is 6:8). In perfect freedom, we too will say, 
‘Here I am! Send me!’”3 
 
 And so before this boxing match or “wisdom contest begins, Jesus makes a kind of 
opening statement with His Parable of the Marriage Feast. In this parable, God the Father is 
king, Jesus is the son getting married, and the marriage feast is the new Passover (the 
Eucharist) that Jesus is about to celebrate. The invitees are the leaders of Israel, the people who 
ought to welcome the coming of Israel’s Messiah, but they reject the invitation and even abuse 
the messengers. So the king sends his troops to burn their city—a reference to the destruction 
of Jerusalem, which would take place in less than 40 years (ca. AD 70). Riffraff from the streets 
(that is, the Gentiles) are recruited to fill the kings’ banquet hall (the Church), which is now 
filled with ‘both good and bad,’ reminding us of the weeds, the wheat, and the net. A guest, 
however, shows up with no wedding garment (good deeds; see Revelation 19:8), so the host 
tosses him out. Sometimes this is necessary in the Church (see 1 Cor 5:9-13).”4 
 
 “What is the significance of the man without wedding clothes who is thrown outside? 
See Revelation 19:7-9.”5  _________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:15-22- Paying Taxes to Caesar 
 It is a testimony to how much the Pharisees and Herodians hated Jesus that we see 
them joining forces to attempt to entangle Jesus in a political question. The Herodians 
supported the regime of Herod and Roman rule for the comforts afforded them by 
compromise. The Pharisees, on the other hand, were strongly anti-Roman and zealous Law 
keepers who regarded Herod with disdain. “These groups found a common enemy in Jesus. The 
Pharisees did not like Jesus because he exposed their hypocrisy. The Herodians also saw Jesus 
as a threat. They had lost political control when, as a result of reported unrest, Rome had 
deposed Archelaus (Herod’s son with authority over Judea) and replaced him with a Roman 
governor. The Herodians feared that Jesus would cause still more instability in Judea and that 
Rome might react by never replacing the Roman leaders with a descendant of Herod. 
 Judea had been a Roman province since 63 BC. But the Jews had fairly recently been 
forced to pay taxes or tribute to Caesar—in AD 6, the Sanhedrin (Jewish Council) was made 
responsible to collect taxes. There were three basic taxes: (1) a land or produce tax took one-
tenth of all grain and one-fifth of all fruit or wine; (2) everyone aged fourteen to sixty-five paid 
a head or poll tax collected when a census was taken--- one day’s wages; and (3) a custom tax 
was collected at ports and city gates as tolls for goods transported – rates were 2 to 5% of the 
value of the goods. 

                                                      
3 Chambers, Oswald. My Utmost for His Highest. (c) 1992 by Our Daily Bread Publishers, Grand Rapids, MI, Jan 14. 
4 Bergsma, John. New Testament Basics for Catholics. (c) 2015 by Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, IN, pp 62-63. 
5 Cavins, Jeff and Sarah Christmyer. The Great Adventure: Matthew: The King and His Kingdom. (c) 2019 by 
Ascension Publishing, West Chester, PA, pp 136. 
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 This was a hot topic in Palestine. The Jews hated to pay taxes to Rome because the 
money supported their oppressors and symbolized their subjection. Much of the tax money 
also went to maintain the heathen temples and luxurious lifestyle of Rome’s upper class. 
 The Pharisees were against these taxes on religious grounds. The Herodians supported 
taxation on political grounds. Thus, either a yes or a no could lead Jesus into trouble.”6 
 How did Jesus’ reply support both civil authority and the higher rights of God, as parallel 
duties? _______________________________________________________________________ 
 Note how this would have been a dramatic moment, for a coin with Tiberius Caesar’s 
imprint would not have been readily available in the Temple. It had to be fetched. (The Jews 
considered it offensive, for God had forbade the fashioning of graven images in the likeness of 
any created thing in Ex 20:4--and so such a coin would have been off-limits on Temple grounds). 
All waited, with great anticipation, for Jesus’ reply. 
 
Matthew 22:23-33- Resurrection Life & Marriage 
 Jesus is quite brilliant here and proves (as no rabbi had ever done prior to this moment) 
the resurrection from the Book of Moses.  
 The Sadducees were the wealthy, high priestly families who controlled the Temple and 
all Temple activities and for the most part lived in Jerusalem. Knowing that they believed in the 
first five books of the Bible (Genesis through Deuteronomy, known as the Torah, Pentateuch, or 
Books of Moses), Jesus intentionally quotes Exodus 3:6. How does He point to the verb tense of 
this verse to prove the resurrection? ________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Note: There are numerous Old Testament passages that support the belief in the afterlife, (such 
as Is 25:8, 26:19; Psalm 73:24-25; Ezek 37:1-14, and Dan 12:2), but the Sadducees did not 
accept these books as canonical. Jesus worked within the framework of His audience. How 
might you adopt similar practices (i.e., not quote from the Deuterocanonical books when 
‘debating’ with a Protestant)? _____________________________________________________ 
 Jesus makes the point that the resurrected life will be entirely different from the 
present one. What does Jesus reveal here about the afterlife? ___________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:34-40- The Greatest Commandment 
 Love of God and love of neighbor: everything else is commentary when it comes to what 
is truly important. There is a beautiful simplicity in Jesus’ reply—but how well do you practice 
the Greatest Commandment? _____________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:41-46- Jesus’ Turn to Question 
 Jesus now goes on the offense. What question does He ask His opponents? Why are 
they unable to answer? See Psalm 110:1  ___________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How does Jesus hint at His divinity here? ______________________________________ 

                                                      
6 Barton, Bruce. Mark: Life Application Bible Commentary. (c) 1994 by Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, IL, 
pp 341-343. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “A couple of assumptions are at work here. One is your descendant can never be your 
master because he owes you the honor due a father. The second is Psalm 110 is a prophecy of 
the Messiah. Now, the Pharisees accepted both these assumptions, so they are stumped. They 
cannot figure out why David would call the Messiah ‘my lord.’ In hindsight, we know what the 
answer is: because the Messiah is also God Himself, true God and true man. But the Pharisees 
aren’t ready to go there. They aren’t ready to accept Jesus as Messiah, much less that he is God 
himself walking among them.”7 Jesus has essentially asked them: If the Messiah is not David’s 
son, whose son is he? This places them in unchartered waters. The new wine is being poured 
into new wineskins, and the old must give way. What a painful process that always is!  
 
     Matthew Chapter 23 
Matthew 23:1-36- Jesus Denounces the Religious Leaders 
 
 Are you surprised by Jesus’ tone of voice here and His blunt “woe” statements? How is 
this an example of ‘tough love’? ___________________________________________________  
 
 “The greatest among you must be your servant”- Mt 23:11. Whose feet do you need to 
theoretically wash today? What very, very unglamorous task needs to be done that you, God’s 
servant, must be quick to do? _____________________________________________________ 
 “What if holiness isn’t about getting bigger and better, but smaller and closer?”8 
 
 What reservations do you have about serving God? What might He be asking you to do 
that you might not choose? What indescribable joy and adventure might also await you? 
______________________________________________________________________________
St Ignatius describes coming to a point of “complete indifference,” when we solely want what 
God wants and become free of attachments that cause us to hesitate or refuse Jesus’ invitation, 
as the rich young man did in our past lesson. 
 
 How are you hypocritical? __________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Like the Pharisees, are you ‘greedy for honor and recognition’?  Like the Sadducees, do 
you practice what you preach- when convenient? See Romans 2:21-24, written by Paul, a 
former Pharisee and son of a Pharisee. ______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How do you “exalt” yourself? (Mt 23:12) ______________________________________ 
What does James write about this (James 4:6)? Mary in her Magnificat (Luke 1:52)? __________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                      
7 Bergsma, pp 66. 
8 Hahn, Scott. Quoted by E-Spirations: Daily Franciscan Steubenville Conferences Quotes. Sent on-line Feb 21, 2023 
from webmaster@steubenville.org.  
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 How are you consistent or inconsistent in your religious practices? _________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Review Matt 23:23-24. Note: “Mint, dill (aniseed) and cumin were herbs the Jews used in 
cooking or to perfume rooms. They were such insignificant items that they were not covered by 
the Mosaic precept on paying tithes (Lev 27:30-33; Deut 14:22); the precept did not apply to 
domestic animals and the more common agricultural products such as wheat, wine, and olive 
oil. However, the Pharisees, being so intent on showing their scrupulous observance of the Law, 
paid tithes even of these herbs. Our Lord does not despise or reject the Law; he is simply telling 
people to get the priorities right: there is no point in attending to secondary details if one is 
neglecting what is really basic and important—justice, mercy, and faith.”9 
  Both gnats and camels were considered unclean insects/animals. See Lev 11:4, 41-43. 
“How would Jesus’ condemnation of the scribes and Pharisees in these verses (23:23-24) apply 
to your practice of Catholic devotions? For example, how does scrupulous observance of your 
favorite devotion compare with how you practice charity to others?”10  ___________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matt 23:9- Apologetic Question- How might you respond to an inquirer who asks: “Why do you 
call your priest ‘Father,’ when Jesus explicitly commands to call no man your Father?” ________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Jesus uses hyperbole to post a warning that no one should pridefully desire honorific 
titles. His words are not meant literally. The New Testament writers elsewhere use ‘father’ for 
natural fathers (Heb 12:7-11) and spiritual fathers in the Church (1 Cor 4:15; Philem 10). The 
spiritual fatherhood of New Covenant priests is an extension of its application to Old Covenant 
priests (Judg 17:10; 18:19).”11 
 
Matthew 23:37-39- Jesus Grieves Over Jerusalem 
 When Jesus gazes upon you, His daughter, with great compassion and knowledge—as 
He knows every detail of your life—how might He grieve?  Are you in a place of freedom where 
you are “willing” to go to Him and “be gathered under His (protective) wing”? Talk to Him/ pray 
about what keeps you from doing so fully and with abandon. ____________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Prayer is the hinge of your entire life… because that is where Christ’s heart speaks to 
your heart in a way that words cannot express.”12 
  
Old Testament Connection: God is portrayed as a winged bird protecting Israel in Deut 32:10-
12; Ps 91:4; Is 31:5. 
 
(C) Glenda Canfield, March 2023. 
                                                      
9 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew: Texts and Commentaries, pp 198. 
10 Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, pp 84.  
11 The Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, with Introduction, Commentary and Notes by Scott 
Hahn and Curtis Mitch. (c) 2000 by Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA, pp 57. 
12 Burds, Peter. Quoted by E-Spirations: Daily Franciscan Steubenville Conference Quotes. Sent on-line Feb 25, 
2023 from webmaster@steubenville.org.  
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MATTHEW CHAPTERS 22-23 NOTES 
 
     Matthew Chapter 22 
 
 It’s like a boxing match. The bell rings, and Jesus steps into the ring to battle opponents 
who step forward, one in quick succession after the other. By the end of the match, only Jesus 
is standing victorious, with all three hostile groups “silenced,” or (literally in the Greek) 
“muzzled.”  
 
Matthew 22:1-14- The Parable of the Wedding Feast 
 
 What point is Jesus making in this parable? Why would it so infuriate the Jewish 
leaders? ______________________________________________________________________ 
 To read the parables of Jesus “properly is to see ourselves. But they are more than 
mirrors. They almost always become windows into the heart and mind of God Himself. As a 
result, they do far more than reveal who we are. They help us know who God is. They not only 
expose our condition, but also point to a divine remedy. Self-recognition without a divine 
provision would bring only discouragement. The Lord’s parables bring encouragement, because 
in them we meet ourselves and our God.”1 
 
 How does this parable summarize all of Salvation History? See Acts 13:46 ____________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
The banquet is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
 “Many are invited, but few are chosen” (Mt 22:14). How have you responded to Jesus’ 
invitation? _____________________________________________________________________ 
 “These words in no way conflict with God’s will that all should be saved (1 Tim 2:4). In 
his love for men, Christ patiently seeks the conversion of every single soul, going as far as to die 
on the cross (Mt 23:37). St Paul teaches this when he says that Christ loved us and ‘gave himself 
up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God’ (Eph 5:2). Each of us can assert with the 
Apostle that Christ ‘loved me and gave himself for me’ (Gal 2:20). However, God in his infinite 
wisdom respects man’s freedom: man is free to reject grace (Mt 7:13-14).”2 
 
 “Whether I hear God’s call or not depends on the condition of my ears, and exactly what 
I hear depends upon my spiritual attitude. God will not come to force or plead with you. When 
our Lord called His disciples, He did it without irresistible pressure from the outside. The quiet, 
yet passionate, insistence of His ‘Follow Me’ was spoken to men whose every sense was 
receptive (Mt 4:19). If we allow the Holy Spirit to bring us face-to-face with God, we too will 

                                                      
1 Inrig, Gary. The Parables: Understanding What Jesus Meant. (c) 1991 by Discovery House Publishing, Inc., Grand 
Rapids, MI, pp 8. 
2 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew: Texts and Commentaries. (c) 1998 by Four Courts Press, Dublin, Ireland, pp 188. 
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hear what Isaiah heard—‘the voice of the Lord’ (Is 6:8). In perfect freedom, we too will say, 
‘Here I am! Send me!’”3 
 
 And so before this boxing match or “wisdom contest begins, Jesus makes a kind of 
opening statement with His Parable of the Marriage Feast. In this parable, God the Father is 
king, Jesus is the son getting married, and the marriage feast is the new Passover (the 
Eucharist) that Jesus is about to celebrate. The invitees are the leaders of Israel, the people who 
ought to welcome the coming of Israel’s Messiah, but they reject the invitation and even abuse 
the messengers. So the king sends his troops to burn their city—a reference to the destruction 
of Jerusalem, which would take place in less than 40 years (ca. AD 70). Riffraff from the streets 
(that is, the Gentiles) are recruited to fill the kings’ banquet hall (the Church), which is now 
filled with ‘both good and bad,’ reminding us of the weeds, the wheat, and the net. A guest, 
however, shows up with no wedding garment (good deeds; see Revelation 19:8), so the host 
tosses him out. Sometimes this is necessary in the Church (see 1 Cor 5:9-13).”4 
 
 “What is the significance of the man without wedding clothes who is thrown outside? 
See Revelation 19:7-9.”5  _________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:15-22- Paying Taxes to Caesar 
 It is a testimony to how much the Pharisees and Herodians hated Jesus that we see 
them joining forces to attempt to entangle Jesus in a political question. The Herodians 
supported the regime of Herod and Roman rule for the comforts afforded them by 
compromise. The Pharisees, on the other hand, were strongly anti-Roman and zealous Law 
keepers who regarded Herod with disdain. “These groups found a common enemy in Jesus. The 
Pharisees did not like Jesus because he exposed their hypocrisy. The Herodians also saw Jesus 
as a threat. They had lost political control when, as a result of reported unrest, Rome had 
deposed Archelaus (Herod’s son with authority over Judea) and replaced him with a Roman 
governor. The Herodians feared that Jesus would cause still more instability in Judea and that 
Rome might react by never replacing the Roman leaders with a descendant of Herod. 
 Judea had been a Roman province since 63 BC. But the Jews had fairly recently been 
forced to pay taxes or tribute to Caesar—in AD 6, the Sanhedrin (Jewish Council) was made 
responsible to collect taxes. There were three basic taxes: (1) a land or produce tax took one-
tenth of all grain and one-fifth of all fruit or wine; (2) everyone aged fourteen to sixty-five paid 
a head or poll tax collected when a census was taken--- one day’s wages; and (3) a custom tax 
was collected at ports and city gates as tolls for goods transported – rates were 2 to 5% of the 
value of the goods. 

                                                      
3 Chambers, Oswald. My Utmost for His Highest. (c) 1992 by Our Daily Bread Publishers, Grand Rapids, MI, Jan 14. 
4 Bergsma, John. New Testament Basics for Catholics. (c) 2015 by Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, IN, pp 62-63. 
5 Cavins, Jeff and Sarah Christmyer. The Great Adventure: Matthew: The King and His Kingdom. (c) 2019 by 
Ascension Publishing, West Chester, PA, pp 136. 
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 This was a hot topic in Palestine. The Jews hated to pay taxes to Rome because the 
money supported their oppressors and symbolized their subjection. Much of the tax money 
also went to maintain the heathen temples and luxurious lifestyle of Rome’s upper class. 
 The Pharisees were against these taxes on religious grounds. The Herodians supported 
taxation on political grounds. Thus, either a yes or a no could lead Jesus into trouble.”6 
 How did Jesus’ reply support both civil authority and the higher rights of God, as parallel 
duties? _______________________________________________________________________ 
 Note how this would have been a dramatic moment, for a coin with Tiberius Caesar’s 
imprint would not have been readily available in the Temple. It had to be fetched. (The Jews 
considered it offensive, for God had forbade the fashioning of graven images in the likeness of 
any created thing in Ex 20:4--and so such a coin would have been off-limits on Temple grounds). 
All waited, with great anticipation, for Jesus’ reply. 
 
Matthew 22:23-33- Resurrection Life & Marriage 
 Jesus is quite brilliant here and proves (as no rabbi had ever done prior to this moment) 
the resurrection from the Book of Moses.  
 The Sadducees were the wealthy, high priestly families who controlled the Temple and 
all Temple activities and for the most part lived in Jerusalem. Knowing that they believed in the 
first five books of the Bible (Genesis through Deuteronomy, known as the Torah, Pentateuch, or 
Books of Moses), Jesus intentionally quotes Exodus 3:6. How does He point to the verb tense of 
this verse to prove the resurrection? ________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Note: There are numerous Old Testament passages that support the belief in the afterlife, (such 
as Is 25:8, 26:19; Psalm 73:24-25; Ezek 37:1-14, and Dan 12:2), but the Sadducees did not 
accept these books as canonical. Jesus worked within the framework of His audience. How 
might you adopt similar practices (i.e., not quote from the Deuterocanonical books when 
‘debating’ with a Protestant)? _____________________________________________________ 
 Jesus makes the point that the resurrected life will be entirely different from the 
present one. What does Jesus reveal here about the afterlife? ___________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:34-40- The Greatest Commandment 
 Love of God and love of neighbor: everything else is commentary when it comes to what 
is truly important. There is a beautiful simplicity in Jesus’ reply—but how well do you practice 
the Greatest Commandment? _____________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:41-46- Jesus’ Turn to Question 
 Jesus now goes on the offense. What question does He ask His opponents? Why are 
they unable to answer? See Psalm 110:1  ___________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How does Jesus hint at His divinity here? ______________________________________ 

                                                      
6 Barton, Bruce. Mark: Life Application Bible Commentary. (c) 1994 by Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, IL, 
pp 341-343. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “A couple of assumptions are at work here. One is your descendant can never be your 
master because he owes you the honor due a father. The second is Psalm 110 is a prophecy of 
the Messiah. Now, the Pharisees accepted both these assumptions, so they are stumped. They 
cannot figure out why David would call the Messiah ‘my lord.’ In hindsight, we know what the 
answer is: because the Messiah is also God Himself, true God and true man. But the Pharisees 
aren’t ready to go there. They aren’t ready to accept Jesus as Messiah, much less that he is God 
himself walking among them.”7 Jesus has essentially asked them: If the Messiah is not David’s 
son, whose son is he? This places them in unchartered waters. The new wine is being poured 
into new wineskins, and the old must give way. What a painful process that always is!  
 
     Matthew Chapter 23 
Matthew 23:1-36- Jesus Denounces the Religious Leaders 
 
 Are you surprised by Jesus’ tone of voice here and His blunt “woe” statements? How is 
this an example of ‘tough love’? ___________________________________________________  
 
 “The greatest among you must be your servant”- Mt 23:11. Whose feet do you need to 
theoretically wash today? What very, very unglamorous task needs to be done that you, God’s 
servant, must be quick to do? _____________________________________________________ 
 “What if holiness isn’t about getting bigger and better, but smaller and closer?”8 
 
 What reservations do you have about serving God? What might He be asking you to do 
that you might not choose? What indescribable joy and adventure might also await you? 
______________________________________________________________________________
St Ignatius describes coming to a point of “complete indifference,” when we solely want what 
God wants and become free of attachments that cause us to hesitate or refuse Jesus’ invitation, 
as the rich young man did in our past lesson. 
 
 How are you hypocritical? __________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Like the Pharisees, are you ‘greedy for honor and recognition’?  Like the Sadducees, do 
you practice what you preach- when convenient? See Romans 2:21-24, written by Paul, a 
former Pharisee and son of a Pharisee. ______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How do you “exalt” yourself? (Mt 23:12) ______________________________________ 
What does James write about this (James 4:6)? Mary in her Magnificat (Luke 1:52)? __________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                      
7 Bergsma, pp 66. 
8 Hahn, Scott. Quoted by E-Spirations: Daily Franciscan Steubenville Conferences Quotes. Sent on-line Feb 21, 2023 
from webmaster@steubenville.org.  
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 How are you consistent or inconsistent in your religious practices? _________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Review Matt 23:23-24. Note: “Mint, dill (aniseed) and cumin were herbs the Jews used in 
cooking or to perfume rooms. They were such insignificant items that they were not covered by 
the Mosaic precept on paying tithes (Lev 27:30-33; Deut 14:22); the precept did not apply to 
domestic animals and the more common agricultural products such as wheat, wine, and olive 
oil. However, the Pharisees, being so intent on showing their scrupulous observance of the Law, 
paid tithes even of these herbs. Our Lord does not despise or reject the Law; he is simply telling 
people to get the priorities right: there is no point in attending to secondary details if one is 
neglecting what is really basic and important—justice, mercy, and faith.”9 
  Both gnats and camels were considered unclean insects/animals. See Lev 11:4, 41-43. 
“How would Jesus’ condemnation of the scribes and Pharisees in these verses (23:23-24) apply 
to your practice of Catholic devotions? For example, how does scrupulous observance of your 
favorite devotion compare with how you practice charity to others?”10  ___________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matt 23:9- Apologetic Question- How might you respond to an inquirer who asks: “Why do you 
call your priest ‘Father,’ when Jesus explicitly commands to call no man your Father?” ________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Jesus uses hyperbole to post a warning that no one should pridefully desire honorific 
titles. His words are not meant literally. The New Testament writers elsewhere use ‘father’ for 
natural fathers (Heb 12:7-11) and spiritual fathers in the Church (1 Cor 4:15; Philem 10). The 
spiritual fatherhood of New Covenant priests is an extension of its application to Old Covenant 
priests (Judg 17:10; 18:19).”11 
 
Matthew 23:37-39- Jesus Grieves Over Jerusalem 
 When Jesus gazes upon you, His daughter, with great compassion and knowledge—as 
He knows every detail of your life—how might He grieve?  Are you in a place of freedom where 
you are “willing” to go to Him and “be gathered under His (protective) wing”? Talk to Him/ pray 
about what keeps you from doing so fully and with abandon. ____________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Prayer is the hinge of your entire life… because that is where Christ’s heart speaks to 
your heart in a way that words cannot express.”12 
  
Old Testament Connection: God is portrayed as a winged bird protecting Israel in Deut 32:10-
12; Ps 91:4; Is 31:5. 
 
(C) Glenda Canfield, March 2023. 
                                                      
9 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew: Texts and Commentaries, pp 198. 
10 Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, pp 84.  
11 The Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, with Introduction, Commentary and Notes by Scott 
Hahn and Curtis Mitch. (c) 2000 by Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA, pp 57. 
12 Burds, Peter. Quoted by E-Spirations: Daily Franciscan Steubenville Conference Quotes. Sent on-line Feb 25, 
2023 from webmaster@steubenville.org.  
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MATTHEW CHAPTERS 22-23 NOTES 
 
     Matthew Chapter 22 
 
 It’s like a boxing match. The bell rings, and Jesus steps into the ring to battle opponents 
who step forward, one in quick succession after the other. By the end of the match, only Jesus 
is standing victorious, with all three hostile groups “silenced,” or (literally in the Greek) 
“muzzled.”  
 
Matthew 22:1-14- The Parable of the Wedding Feast 
 
 What point is Jesus making in this parable? Why would it so infuriate the Jewish 
leaders? ______________________________________________________________________ 
 To read the parables of Jesus “properly is to see ourselves. But they are more than 
mirrors. They almost always become windows into the heart and mind of God Himself. As a 
result, they do far more than reveal who we are. They help us know who God is. They not only 
expose our condition, but also point to a divine remedy. Self-recognition without a divine 
provision would bring only discouragement. The Lord’s parables bring encouragement, because 
in them we meet ourselves and our God.”1 
 
 How does this parable summarize all of Salvation History? See Acts 13:46 ____________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
The banquet is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
 “Many are invited, but few are chosen” (Mt 22:14). How have you responded to Jesus’ 
invitation? _____________________________________________________________________ 
 “These words in no way conflict with God’s will that all should be saved (1 Tim 2:4). In 
his love for men, Christ patiently seeks the conversion of every single soul, going as far as to die 
on the cross (Mt 23:37). St Paul teaches this when he says that Christ loved us and ‘gave himself 
up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God’ (Eph 5:2). Each of us can assert with the 
Apostle that Christ ‘loved me and gave himself for me’ (Gal 2:20). However, God in his infinite 
wisdom respects man’s freedom: man is free to reject grace (Mt 7:13-14).”2 
 
 “Whether I hear God’s call or not depends on the condition of my ears, and exactly what 
I hear depends upon my spiritual attitude. God will not come to force or plead with you. When 
our Lord called His disciples, He did it without irresistible pressure from the outside. The quiet, 
yet passionate, insistence of His ‘Follow Me’ was spoken to men whose every sense was 
receptive (Mt 4:19). If we allow the Holy Spirit to bring us face-to-face with God, we too will 

                                                      
1 Inrig, Gary. The Parables: Understanding What Jesus Meant. (c) 1991 by Discovery House Publishing, Inc., Grand 
Rapids, MI, pp 8. 
2 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew: Texts and Commentaries. (c) 1998 by Four Courts Press, Dublin, Ireland, pp 188. 
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hear what Isaiah heard—‘the voice of the Lord’ (Is 6:8). In perfect freedom, we too will say, 
‘Here I am! Send me!’”3 
 
 And so before this boxing match or “wisdom contest begins, Jesus makes a kind of 
opening statement with His Parable of the Marriage Feast. In this parable, God the Father is 
king, Jesus is the son getting married, and the marriage feast is the new Passover (the 
Eucharist) that Jesus is about to celebrate. The invitees are the leaders of Israel, the people who 
ought to welcome the coming of Israel’s Messiah, but they reject the invitation and even abuse 
the messengers. So the king sends his troops to burn their city—a reference to the destruction 
of Jerusalem, which would take place in less than 40 years (ca. AD 70). Riffraff from the streets 
(that is, the Gentiles) are recruited to fill the kings’ banquet hall (the Church), which is now 
filled with ‘both good and bad,’ reminding us of the weeds, the wheat, and the net. A guest, 
however, shows up with no wedding garment (good deeds; see Revelation 19:8), so the host 
tosses him out. Sometimes this is necessary in the Church (see 1 Cor 5:9-13).”4 
 
 “What is the significance of the man without wedding clothes who is thrown outside? 
See Revelation 19:7-9.”5  _________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:15-22- Paying Taxes to Caesar 
 It is a testimony to how much the Pharisees and Herodians hated Jesus that we see 
them joining forces to attempt to entangle Jesus in a political question. The Herodians 
supported the regime of Herod and Roman rule for the comforts afforded them by 
compromise. The Pharisees, on the other hand, were strongly anti-Roman and zealous Law 
keepers who regarded Herod with disdain. “These groups found a common enemy in Jesus. The 
Pharisees did not like Jesus because he exposed their hypocrisy. The Herodians also saw Jesus 
as a threat. They had lost political control when, as a result of reported unrest, Rome had 
deposed Archelaus (Herod’s son with authority over Judea) and replaced him with a Roman 
governor. The Herodians feared that Jesus would cause still more instability in Judea and that 
Rome might react by never replacing the Roman leaders with a descendant of Herod. 
 Judea had been a Roman province since 63 BC. But the Jews had fairly recently been 
forced to pay taxes or tribute to Caesar—in AD 6, the Sanhedrin (Jewish Council) was made 
responsible to collect taxes. There were three basic taxes: (1) a land or produce tax took one-
tenth of all grain and one-fifth of all fruit or wine; (2) everyone aged fourteen to sixty-five paid 
a head or poll tax collected when a census was taken--- one day’s wages; and (3) a custom tax 
was collected at ports and city gates as tolls for goods transported – rates were 2 to 5% of the 
value of the goods. 

                                                      
3 Chambers, Oswald. My Utmost for His Highest. (c) 1992 by Our Daily Bread Publishers, Grand Rapids, MI, Jan 14. 
4 Bergsma, John. New Testament Basics for Catholics. (c) 2015 by Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, IN, pp 62-63. 
5 Cavins, Jeff and Sarah Christmyer. The Great Adventure: Matthew: The King and His Kingdom. (c) 2019 by 
Ascension Publishing, West Chester, PA, pp 136. 
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 This was a hot topic in Palestine. The Jews hated to pay taxes to Rome because the 
money supported their oppressors and symbolized their subjection. Much of the tax money 
also went to maintain the heathen temples and luxurious lifestyle of Rome’s upper class. 
 The Pharisees were against these taxes on religious grounds. The Herodians supported 
taxation on political grounds. Thus, either a yes or a no could lead Jesus into trouble.”6 
 How did Jesus’ reply support both civil authority and the higher rights of God, as parallel 
duties? _______________________________________________________________________ 
 Note how this would have been a dramatic moment, for a coin with Tiberius Caesar’s 
imprint would not have been readily available in the Temple. It had to be fetched. (The Jews 
considered it offensive, for God had forbade the fashioning of graven images in the likeness of 
any created thing in Ex 20:4--and so such a coin would have been off-limits on Temple grounds). 
All waited, with great anticipation, for Jesus’ reply. 
 
Matthew 22:23-33- Resurrection Life & Marriage 
 Jesus is quite brilliant here and proves (as no rabbi had ever done prior to this moment) 
the resurrection from the Book of Moses.  
 The Sadducees were the wealthy, high priestly families who controlled the Temple and 
all Temple activities and for the most part lived in Jerusalem. Knowing that they believed in the 
first five books of the Bible (Genesis through Deuteronomy, known as the Torah, Pentateuch, or 
Books of Moses), Jesus intentionally quotes Exodus 3:6. How does He point to the verb tense of 
this verse to prove the resurrection? ________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Note: There are numerous Old Testament passages that support the belief in the afterlife, (such 
as Is 25:8, 26:19; Psalm 73:24-25; Ezek 37:1-14, and Dan 12:2), but the Sadducees did not 
accept these books as canonical. Jesus worked within the framework of His audience. How 
might you adopt similar practices (i.e., not quote from the Deuterocanonical books when 
‘debating’ with a Protestant)? _____________________________________________________ 
 Jesus makes the point that the resurrected life will be entirely different from the 
present one. What does Jesus reveal here about the afterlife? ___________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:34-40- The Greatest Commandment 
 Love of God and love of neighbor: everything else is commentary when it comes to what 
is truly important. There is a beautiful simplicity in Jesus’ reply—but how well do you practice 
the Greatest Commandment? _____________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:41-46- Jesus’ Turn to Question 
 Jesus now goes on the offense. What question does He ask His opponents? Why are 
they unable to answer? See Psalm 110:1  ___________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How does Jesus hint at His divinity here? ______________________________________ 

                                                      
6 Barton, Bruce. Mark: Life Application Bible Commentary. (c) 1994 by Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, IL, 
pp 341-343. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “A couple of assumptions are at work here. One is your descendant can never be your 
master because he owes you the honor due a father. The second is Psalm 110 is a prophecy of 
the Messiah. Now, the Pharisees accepted both these assumptions, so they are stumped. They 
cannot figure out why David would call the Messiah ‘my lord.’ In hindsight, we know what the 
answer is: because the Messiah is also God Himself, true God and true man. But the Pharisees 
aren’t ready to go there. They aren’t ready to accept Jesus as Messiah, much less that he is God 
himself walking among them.”7 Jesus has essentially asked them: If the Messiah is not David’s 
son, whose son is he? This places them in unchartered waters. The new wine is being poured 
into new wineskins, and the old must give way. What a painful process that always is!  
 
     Matthew Chapter 23 
Matthew 23:1-36- Jesus Denounces the Religious Leaders 
 
 Are you surprised by Jesus’ tone of voice here and His blunt “woe” statements? How is 
this an example of ‘tough love’? ___________________________________________________  
 
 “The greatest among you must be your servant”- Mt 23:11. Whose feet do you need to 
theoretically wash today? What very, very unglamorous task needs to be done that you, God’s 
servant, must be quick to do? _____________________________________________________ 
 “What if holiness isn’t about getting bigger and better, but smaller and closer?”8 
 
 What reservations do you have about serving God? What might He be asking you to do 
that you might not choose? What indescribable joy and adventure might also await you? 
______________________________________________________________________________
St Ignatius describes coming to a point of “complete indifference,” when we solely want what 
God wants and become free of attachments that cause us to hesitate or refuse Jesus’ invitation, 
as the rich young man did in our past lesson. 
 
 How are you hypocritical? __________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Like the Pharisees, are you ‘greedy for honor and recognition’?  Like the Sadducees, do 
you practice what you preach- when convenient? See Romans 2:21-24, written by Paul, a 
former Pharisee and son of a Pharisee. ______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How do you “exalt” yourself? (Mt 23:12) ______________________________________ 
What does James write about this (James 4:6)? Mary in her Magnificat (Luke 1:52)? __________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                      
7 Bergsma, pp 66. 
8 Hahn, Scott. Quoted by E-Spirations: Daily Franciscan Steubenville Conferences Quotes. Sent on-line Feb 21, 2023 
from webmaster@steubenville.org.  
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 How are you consistent or inconsistent in your religious practices? _________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Review Matt 23:23-24. Note: “Mint, dill (aniseed) and cumin were herbs the Jews used in 
cooking or to perfume rooms. They were such insignificant items that they were not covered by 
the Mosaic precept on paying tithes (Lev 27:30-33; Deut 14:22); the precept did not apply to 
domestic animals and the more common agricultural products such as wheat, wine, and olive 
oil. However, the Pharisees, being so intent on showing their scrupulous observance of the Law, 
paid tithes even of these herbs. Our Lord does not despise or reject the Law; he is simply telling 
people to get the priorities right: there is no point in attending to secondary details if one is 
neglecting what is really basic and important—justice, mercy, and faith.”9 
  Both gnats and camels were considered unclean insects/animals. See Lev 11:4, 41-43. 
“How would Jesus’ condemnation of the scribes and Pharisees in these verses (23:23-24) apply 
to your practice of Catholic devotions? For example, how does scrupulous observance of your 
favorite devotion compare with how you practice charity to others?”10  ___________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matt 23:9- Apologetic Question- How might you respond to an inquirer who asks: “Why do you 
call your priest ‘Father,’ when Jesus explicitly commands to call no man your Father?” ________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Jesus uses hyperbole to post a warning that no one should pridefully desire honorific 
titles. His words are not meant literally. The New Testament writers elsewhere use ‘father’ for 
natural fathers (Heb 12:7-11) and spiritual fathers in the Church (1 Cor 4:15; Philem 10). The 
spiritual fatherhood of New Covenant priests is an extension of its application to Old Covenant 
priests (Judg 17:10; 18:19).”11 
 
Matthew 23:37-39- Jesus Grieves Over Jerusalem 
 When Jesus gazes upon you, His daughter, with great compassion and knowledge—as 
He knows every detail of your life—how might He grieve?  Are you in a place of freedom where 
you are “willing” to go to Him and “be gathered under His (protective) wing”? Talk to Him/ pray 
about what keeps you from doing so fully and with abandon. ____________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Prayer is the hinge of your entire life… because that is where Christ’s heart speaks to 
your heart in a way that words cannot express.”12 
  
Old Testament Connection: God is portrayed as a winged bird protecting Israel in Deut 32:10-
12; Ps 91:4; Is 31:5. 
 
(C) Glenda Canfield, March 2023. 
                                                      
9 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew: Texts and Commentaries, pp 198. 
10 Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, pp 84.  
11 The Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, with Introduction, Commentary and Notes by Scott 
Hahn and Curtis Mitch. (c) 2000 by Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA, pp 57. 
12 Burds, Peter. Quoted by E-Spirations: Daily Franciscan Steubenville Conference Quotes. Sent on-line Feb 25, 
2023 from webmaster@steubenville.org.  
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MATTHEW CHAPTERS 22-23 NOTES 
 
     Matthew Chapter 22 
 
 It’s like a boxing match. The bell rings, and Jesus steps into the ring to battle opponents 
who step forward, one in quick succession after the other. By the end of the match, only Jesus 
is standing victorious, with all three hostile groups “silenced,” or (literally in the Greek) 
“muzzled.”  
 
Matthew 22:1-14- The Parable of the Wedding Feast 
 
 What point is Jesus making in this parable? Why would it so infuriate the Jewish 
leaders? ______________________________________________________________________ 
 To read the parables of Jesus “properly is to see ourselves. But they are more than 
mirrors. They almost always become windows into the heart and mind of God Himself. As a 
result, they do far more than reveal who we are. They help us know who God is. They not only 
expose our condition, but also point to a divine remedy. Self-recognition without a divine 
provision would bring only discouragement. The Lord’s parables bring encouragement, because 
in them we meet ourselves and our God.”1 
 
 How does this parable summarize all of Salvation History? See Acts 13:46 ____________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
The banquet is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
 “Many are invited, but few are chosen” (Mt 22:14). How have you responded to Jesus’ 
invitation? _____________________________________________________________________ 
 “These words in no way conflict with God’s will that all should be saved (1 Tim 2:4). In 
his love for men, Christ patiently seeks the conversion of every single soul, going as far as to die 
on the cross (Mt 23:37). St Paul teaches this when he says that Christ loved us and ‘gave himself 
up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God’ (Eph 5:2). Each of us can assert with the 
Apostle that Christ ‘loved me and gave himself for me’ (Gal 2:20). However, God in his infinite 
wisdom respects man’s freedom: man is free to reject grace (Mt 7:13-14).”2 
 
 “Whether I hear God’s call or not depends on the condition of my ears, and exactly what 
I hear depends upon my spiritual attitude. God will not come to force or plead with you. When 
our Lord called His disciples, He did it without irresistible pressure from the outside. The quiet, 
yet passionate, insistence of His ‘Follow Me’ was spoken to men whose every sense was 
receptive (Mt 4:19). If we allow the Holy Spirit to bring us face-to-face with God, we too will 

                                                      
1 Inrig, Gary. The Parables: Understanding What Jesus Meant. (c) 1991 by Discovery House Publishing, Inc., Grand 
Rapids, MI, pp 8. 
2 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew: Texts and Commentaries. (c) 1998 by Four Courts Press, Dublin, Ireland, pp 188. 
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hear what Isaiah heard—‘the voice of the Lord’ (Is 6:8). In perfect freedom, we too will say, 
‘Here I am! Send me!’”3 
 
 And so before this boxing match or “wisdom contest begins, Jesus makes a kind of 
opening statement with His Parable of the Marriage Feast. In this parable, God the Father is 
king, Jesus is the son getting married, and the marriage feast is the new Passover (the 
Eucharist) that Jesus is about to celebrate. The invitees are the leaders of Israel, the people who 
ought to welcome the coming of Israel’s Messiah, but they reject the invitation and even abuse 
the messengers. So the king sends his troops to burn their city—a reference to the destruction 
of Jerusalem, which would take place in less than 40 years (ca. AD 70). Riffraff from the streets 
(that is, the Gentiles) are recruited to fill the kings’ banquet hall (the Church), which is now 
filled with ‘both good and bad,’ reminding us of the weeds, the wheat, and the net. A guest, 
however, shows up with no wedding garment (good deeds; see Revelation 19:8), so the host 
tosses him out. Sometimes this is necessary in the Church (see 1 Cor 5:9-13).”4 
 
 “What is the significance of the man without wedding clothes who is thrown outside? 
See Revelation 19:7-9.”5  _________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:15-22- Paying Taxes to Caesar 
 It is a testimony to how much the Pharisees and Herodians hated Jesus that we see 
them joining forces to attempt to entangle Jesus in a political question. The Herodians 
supported the regime of Herod and Roman rule for the comforts afforded them by 
compromise. The Pharisees, on the other hand, were strongly anti-Roman and zealous Law 
keepers who regarded Herod with disdain. “These groups found a common enemy in Jesus. The 
Pharisees did not like Jesus because he exposed their hypocrisy. The Herodians also saw Jesus 
as a threat. They had lost political control when, as a result of reported unrest, Rome had 
deposed Archelaus (Herod’s son with authority over Judea) and replaced him with a Roman 
governor. The Herodians feared that Jesus would cause still more instability in Judea and that 
Rome might react by never replacing the Roman leaders with a descendant of Herod. 
 Judea had been a Roman province since 63 BC. But the Jews had fairly recently been 
forced to pay taxes or tribute to Caesar—in AD 6, the Sanhedrin (Jewish Council) was made 
responsible to collect taxes. There were three basic taxes: (1) a land or produce tax took one-
tenth of all grain and one-fifth of all fruit or wine; (2) everyone aged fourteen to sixty-five paid 
a head or poll tax collected when a census was taken--- one day’s wages; and (3) a custom tax 
was collected at ports and city gates as tolls for goods transported – rates were 2 to 5% of the 
value of the goods. 

                                                      
3 Chambers, Oswald. My Utmost for His Highest. (c) 1992 by Our Daily Bread Publishers, Grand Rapids, MI, Jan 14. 
4 Bergsma, John. New Testament Basics for Catholics. (c) 2015 by Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, IN, pp 62-63. 
5 Cavins, Jeff and Sarah Christmyer. The Great Adventure: Matthew: The King and His Kingdom. (c) 2019 by 
Ascension Publishing, West Chester, PA, pp 136. 
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 This was a hot topic in Palestine. The Jews hated to pay taxes to Rome because the 
money supported their oppressors and symbolized their subjection. Much of the tax money 
also went to maintain the heathen temples and luxurious lifestyle of Rome’s upper class. 
 The Pharisees were against these taxes on religious grounds. The Herodians supported 
taxation on political grounds. Thus, either a yes or a no could lead Jesus into trouble.”6 
 How did Jesus’ reply support both civil authority and the higher rights of God, as parallel 
duties? _______________________________________________________________________ 
 Note how this would have been a dramatic moment, for a coin with Tiberius Caesar’s 
imprint would not have been readily available in the Temple. It had to be fetched. (The Jews 
considered it offensive, for God had forbade the fashioning of graven images in the likeness of 
any created thing in Ex 20:4--and so such a coin would have been off-limits on Temple grounds). 
All waited, with great anticipation, for Jesus’ reply. 
 
Matthew 22:23-33- Resurrection Life & Marriage 
 Jesus is quite brilliant here and proves (as no rabbi had ever done prior to this moment) 
the resurrection from the Book of Moses.  
 The Sadducees were the wealthy, high priestly families who controlled the Temple and 
all Temple activities and for the most part lived in Jerusalem. Knowing that they believed in the 
first five books of the Bible (Genesis through Deuteronomy, known as the Torah, Pentateuch, or 
Books of Moses), Jesus intentionally quotes Exodus 3:6. How does He point to the verb tense of 
this verse to prove the resurrection? ________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Note: There are numerous Old Testament passages that support the belief in the afterlife, (such 
as Is 25:8, 26:19; Psalm 73:24-25; Ezek 37:1-14, and Dan 12:2), but the Sadducees did not 
accept these books as canonical. Jesus worked within the framework of His audience. How 
might you adopt similar practices (i.e., not quote from the Deuterocanonical books when 
‘debating’ with a Protestant)? _____________________________________________________ 
 Jesus makes the point that the resurrected life will be entirely different from the 
present one. What does Jesus reveal here about the afterlife? ___________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:34-40- The Greatest Commandment 
 Love of God and love of neighbor: everything else is commentary when it comes to what 
is truly important. There is a beautiful simplicity in Jesus’ reply—but how well do you practice 
the Greatest Commandment? _____________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:41-46- Jesus’ Turn to Question 
 Jesus now goes on the offense. What question does He ask His opponents? Why are 
they unable to answer? See Psalm 110:1  ___________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How does Jesus hint at His divinity here? ______________________________________ 

                                                      
6 Barton, Bruce. Mark: Life Application Bible Commentary. (c) 1994 by Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, IL, 
pp 341-343. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “A couple of assumptions are at work here. One is your descendant can never be your 
master because he owes you the honor due a father. The second is Psalm 110 is a prophecy of 
the Messiah. Now, the Pharisees accepted both these assumptions, so they are stumped. They 
cannot figure out why David would call the Messiah ‘my lord.’ In hindsight, we know what the 
answer is: because the Messiah is also God Himself, true God and true man. But the Pharisees 
aren’t ready to go there. They aren’t ready to accept Jesus as Messiah, much less that he is God 
himself walking among them.”7 Jesus has essentially asked them: If the Messiah is not David’s 
son, whose son is he? This places them in unchartered waters. The new wine is being poured 
into new wineskins, and the old must give way. What a painful process that always is!  
 
     Matthew Chapter 23 
Matthew 23:1-36- Jesus Denounces the Religious Leaders 
 
 Are you surprised by Jesus’ tone of voice here and His blunt “woe” statements? How is 
this an example of ‘tough love’? ___________________________________________________  
 
 “The greatest among you must be your servant”- Mt 23:11. Whose feet do you need to 
theoretically wash today? What very, very unglamorous task needs to be done that you, God’s 
servant, must be quick to do? _____________________________________________________ 
 “What if holiness isn’t about getting bigger and better, but smaller and closer?”8 
 
 What reservations do you have about serving God? What might He be asking you to do 
that you might not choose? What indescribable joy and adventure might also await you? 
______________________________________________________________________________
St Ignatius describes coming to a point of “complete indifference,” when we solely want what 
God wants and become free of attachments that cause us to hesitate or refuse Jesus’ invitation, 
as the rich young man did in our past lesson. 
 
 How are you hypocritical? __________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Like the Pharisees, are you ‘greedy for honor and recognition’?  Like the Sadducees, do 
you practice what you preach- when convenient? See Romans 2:21-24, written by Paul, a 
former Pharisee and son of a Pharisee. ______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How do you “exalt” yourself? (Mt 23:12) ______________________________________ 
What does James write about this (James 4:6)? Mary in her Magnificat (Luke 1:52)? __________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                      
7 Bergsma, pp 66. 
8 Hahn, Scott. Quoted by E-Spirations: Daily Franciscan Steubenville Conferences Quotes. Sent on-line Feb 21, 2023 
from webmaster@steubenville.org.  
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 How are you consistent or inconsistent in your religious practices? _________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Review Matt 23:23-24. Note: “Mint, dill (aniseed) and cumin were herbs the Jews used in 
cooking or to perfume rooms. They were such insignificant items that they were not covered by 
the Mosaic precept on paying tithes (Lev 27:30-33; Deut 14:22); the precept did not apply to 
domestic animals and the more common agricultural products such as wheat, wine, and olive 
oil. However, the Pharisees, being so intent on showing their scrupulous observance of the Law, 
paid tithes even of these herbs. Our Lord does not despise or reject the Law; he is simply telling 
people to get the priorities right: there is no point in attending to secondary details if one is 
neglecting what is really basic and important—justice, mercy, and faith.”9 
  Both gnats and camels were considered unclean insects/animals. See Lev 11:4, 41-43. 
“How would Jesus’ condemnation of the scribes and Pharisees in these verses (23:23-24) apply 
to your practice of Catholic devotions? For example, how does scrupulous observance of your 
favorite devotion compare with how you practice charity to others?”10  ___________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matt 23:9- Apologetic Question- How might you respond to an inquirer who asks: “Why do you 
call your priest ‘Father,’ when Jesus explicitly commands to call no man your Father?” ________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Jesus uses hyperbole to post a warning that no one should pridefully desire honorific 
titles. His words are not meant literally. The New Testament writers elsewhere use ‘father’ for 
natural fathers (Heb 12:7-11) and spiritual fathers in the Church (1 Cor 4:15; Philem 10). The 
spiritual fatherhood of New Covenant priests is an extension of its application to Old Covenant 
priests (Judg 17:10; 18:19).”11 
 
Matthew 23:37-39- Jesus Grieves Over Jerusalem 
 When Jesus gazes upon you, His daughter, with great compassion and knowledge—as 
He knows every detail of your life—how might He grieve?  Are you in a place of freedom where 
you are “willing” to go to Him and “be gathered under His (protective) wing”? Talk to Him/ pray 
about what keeps you from doing so fully and with abandon. ____________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Prayer is the hinge of your entire life… because that is where Christ’s heart speaks to 
your heart in a way that words cannot express.”12 
  
Old Testament Connection: God is portrayed as a winged bird protecting Israel in Deut 32:10-
12; Ps 91:4; Is 31:5. 
 
(C) Glenda Canfield, March 2023. 
                                                      
9 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew: Texts and Commentaries, pp 198. 
10 Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, pp 84.  
11 The Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, with Introduction, Commentary and Notes by Scott 
Hahn and Curtis Mitch. (c) 2000 by Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA, pp 57. 
12 Burds, Peter. Quoted by E-Spirations: Daily Franciscan Steubenville Conference Quotes. Sent on-line Feb 25, 
2023 from webmaster@steubenville.org.  
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MATTHEW CHAPTERS 22-23 NOTES 
 
     Matthew Chapter 22 
 
 It’s like a boxing match. The bell rings, and Jesus steps into the ring to battle opponents 
who step forward, one in quick succession after the other. By the end of the match, only Jesus 
is standing victorious, with all three hostile groups “silenced,” or (literally in the Greek) 
“muzzled.”  
 
Matthew 22:1-14- The Parable of the Wedding Feast 
 
 What point is Jesus making in this parable? Why would it so infuriate the Jewish 
leaders? ______________________________________________________________________ 
 To read the parables of Jesus “properly is to see ourselves. But they are more than 
mirrors. They almost always become windows into the heart and mind of God Himself. As a 
result, they do far more than reveal who we are. They help us know who God is. They not only 
expose our condition, but also point to a divine remedy. Self-recognition without a divine 
provision would bring only discouragement. The Lord’s parables bring encouragement, because 
in them we meet ourselves and our God.”1 
 
 How does this parable summarize all of Salvation History? See Acts 13:46 ____________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
The banquet is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
 “Many are invited, but few are chosen” (Mt 22:14). How have you responded to Jesus’ 
invitation? _____________________________________________________________________ 
 “These words in no way conflict with God’s will that all should be saved (1 Tim 2:4). In 
his love for men, Christ patiently seeks the conversion of every single soul, going as far as to die 
on the cross (Mt 23:37). St Paul teaches this when he says that Christ loved us and ‘gave himself 
up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God’ (Eph 5:2). Each of us can assert with the 
Apostle that Christ ‘loved me and gave himself for me’ (Gal 2:20). However, God in his infinite 
wisdom respects man’s freedom: man is free to reject grace (Mt 7:13-14).”2 
 
 “Whether I hear God’s call or not depends on the condition of my ears, and exactly what 
I hear depends upon my spiritual attitude. God will not come to force or plead with you. When 
our Lord called His disciples, He did it without irresistible pressure from the outside. The quiet, 
yet passionate, insistence of His ‘Follow Me’ was spoken to men whose every sense was 
receptive (Mt 4:19). If we allow the Holy Spirit to bring us face-to-face with God, we too will 

                                                      
1 Inrig, Gary. The Parables: Understanding What Jesus Meant. (c) 1991 by Discovery House Publishing, Inc., Grand 
Rapids, MI, pp 8. 
2 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew: Texts and Commentaries. (c) 1998 by Four Courts Press, Dublin, Ireland, pp 188. 
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hear what Isaiah heard—‘the voice of the Lord’ (Is 6:8). In perfect freedom, we too will say, 
‘Here I am! Send me!’”3 
 
 And so before this boxing match or “wisdom contest begins, Jesus makes a kind of 
opening statement with His Parable of the Marriage Feast. In this parable, God the Father is 
king, Jesus is the son getting married, and the marriage feast is the new Passover (the 
Eucharist) that Jesus is about to celebrate. The invitees are the leaders of Israel, the people who 
ought to welcome the coming of Israel’s Messiah, but they reject the invitation and even abuse 
the messengers. So the king sends his troops to burn their city—a reference to the destruction 
of Jerusalem, which would take place in less than 40 years (ca. AD 70). Riffraff from the streets 
(that is, the Gentiles) are recruited to fill the kings’ banquet hall (the Church), which is now 
filled with ‘both good and bad,’ reminding us of the weeds, the wheat, and the net. A guest, 
however, shows up with no wedding garment (good deeds; see Revelation 19:8), so the host 
tosses him out. Sometimes this is necessary in the Church (see 1 Cor 5:9-13).”4 
 
 “What is the significance of the man without wedding clothes who is thrown outside? 
See Revelation 19:7-9.”5  _________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:15-22- Paying Taxes to Caesar 
 It is a testimony to how much the Pharisees and Herodians hated Jesus that we see 
them joining forces to attempt to entangle Jesus in a political question. The Herodians 
supported the regime of Herod and Roman rule for the comforts afforded them by 
compromise. The Pharisees, on the other hand, were strongly anti-Roman and zealous Law 
keepers who regarded Herod with disdain. “These groups found a common enemy in Jesus. The 
Pharisees did not like Jesus because he exposed their hypocrisy. The Herodians also saw Jesus 
as a threat. They had lost political control when, as a result of reported unrest, Rome had 
deposed Archelaus (Herod’s son with authority over Judea) and replaced him with a Roman 
governor. The Herodians feared that Jesus would cause still more instability in Judea and that 
Rome might react by never replacing the Roman leaders with a descendant of Herod. 
 Judea had been a Roman province since 63 BC. But the Jews had fairly recently been 
forced to pay taxes or tribute to Caesar—in AD 6, the Sanhedrin (Jewish Council) was made 
responsible to collect taxes. There were three basic taxes: (1) a land or produce tax took one-
tenth of all grain and one-fifth of all fruit or wine; (2) everyone aged fourteen to sixty-five paid 
a head or poll tax collected when a census was taken--- one day’s wages; and (3) a custom tax 
was collected at ports and city gates as tolls for goods transported – rates were 2 to 5% of the 
value of the goods. 

                                                      
3 Chambers, Oswald. My Utmost for His Highest. (c) 1992 by Our Daily Bread Publishers, Grand Rapids, MI, Jan 14. 
4 Bergsma, John. New Testament Basics for Catholics. (c) 2015 by Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, IN, pp 62-63. 
5 Cavins, Jeff and Sarah Christmyer. The Great Adventure: Matthew: The King and His Kingdom. (c) 2019 by 
Ascension Publishing, West Chester, PA, pp 136. 
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 This was a hot topic in Palestine. The Jews hated to pay taxes to Rome because the 
money supported their oppressors and symbolized their subjection. Much of the tax money 
also went to maintain the heathen temples and luxurious lifestyle of Rome’s upper class. 
 The Pharisees were against these taxes on religious grounds. The Herodians supported 
taxation on political grounds. Thus, either a yes or a no could lead Jesus into trouble.”6 
 How did Jesus’ reply support both civil authority and the higher rights of God, as parallel 
duties? _______________________________________________________________________ 
 Note how this would have been a dramatic moment, for a coin with Tiberius Caesar’s 
imprint would not have been readily available in the Temple. It had to be fetched. (The Jews 
considered it offensive, for God had forbade the fashioning of graven images in the likeness of 
any created thing in Ex 20:4--and so such a coin would have been off-limits on Temple grounds). 
All waited, with great anticipation, for Jesus’ reply. 
 
Matthew 22:23-33- Resurrection Life & Marriage 
 Jesus is quite brilliant here and proves (as no rabbi had ever done prior to this moment) 
the resurrection from the Book of Moses.  
 The Sadducees were the wealthy, high priestly families who controlled the Temple and 
all Temple activities and for the most part lived in Jerusalem. Knowing that they believed in the 
first five books of the Bible (Genesis through Deuteronomy, known as the Torah, Pentateuch, or 
Books of Moses), Jesus intentionally quotes Exodus 3:6. How does He point to the verb tense of 
this verse to prove the resurrection? ________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Note: There are numerous Old Testament passages that support the belief in the afterlife, (such 
as Is 25:8, 26:19; Psalm 73:24-25; Ezek 37:1-14, and Dan 12:2), but the Sadducees did not 
accept these books as canonical. Jesus worked within the framework of His audience. How 
might you adopt similar practices (i.e., not quote from the Deuterocanonical books when 
‘debating’ with a Protestant)? _____________________________________________________ 
 Jesus makes the point that the resurrected life will be entirely different from the 
present one. What does Jesus reveal here about the afterlife? ___________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:34-40- The Greatest Commandment 
 Love of God and love of neighbor: everything else is commentary when it comes to what 
is truly important. There is a beautiful simplicity in Jesus’ reply—but how well do you practice 
the Greatest Commandment? _____________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:41-46- Jesus’ Turn to Question 
 Jesus now goes on the offense. What question does He ask His opponents? Why are 
they unable to answer? See Psalm 110:1  ___________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How does Jesus hint at His divinity here? ______________________________________ 

                                                      
6 Barton, Bruce. Mark: Life Application Bible Commentary. (c) 1994 by Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, IL, 
pp 341-343. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “A couple of assumptions are at work here. One is your descendant can never be your 
master because he owes you the honor due a father. The second is Psalm 110 is a prophecy of 
the Messiah. Now, the Pharisees accepted both these assumptions, so they are stumped. They 
cannot figure out why David would call the Messiah ‘my lord.’ In hindsight, we know what the 
answer is: because the Messiah is also God Himself, true God and true man. But the Pharisees 
aren’t ready to go there. They aren’t ready to accept Jesus as Messiah, much less that he is God 
himself walking among them.”7 Jesus has essentially asked them: If the Messiah is not David’s 
son, whose son is he? This places them in unchartered waters. The new wine is being poured 
into new wineskins, and the old must give way. What a painful process that always is!  
 
     Matthew Chapter 23 
Matthew 23:1-36- Jesus Denounces the Religious Leaders 
 
 Are you surprised by Jesus’ tone of voice here and His blunt “woe” statements? How is 
this an example of ‘tough love’? ___________________________________________________  
 
 “The greatest among you must be your servant”- Mt 23:11. Whose feet do you need to 
theoretically wash today? What very, very unglamorous task needs to be done that you, God’s 
servant, must be quick to do? _____________________________________________________ 
 “What if holiness isn’t about getting bigger and better, but smaller and closer?”8 
 
 What reservations do you have about serving God? What might He be asking you to do 
that you might not choose? What indescribable joy and adventure might also await you? 
______________________________________________________________________________
St Ignatius describes coming to a point of “complete indifference,” when we solely want what 
God wants and become free of attachments that cause us to hesitate or refuse Jesus’ invitation, 
as the rich young man did in our past lesson. 
 
 How are you hypocritical? __________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Like the Pharisees, are you ‘greedy for honor and recognition’?  Like the Sadducees, do 
you practice what you preach- when convenient? See Romans 2:21-24, written by Paul, a 
former Pharisee and son of a Pharisee. ______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How do you “exalt” yourself? (Mt 23:12) ______________________________________ 
What does James write about this (James 4:6)? Mary in her Magnificat (Luke 1:52)? __________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                      
7 Bergsma, pp 66. 
8 Hahn, Scott. Quoted by E-Spirations: Daily Franciscan Steubenville Conferences Quotes. Sent on-line Feb 21, 2023 
from webmaster@steubenville.org.  
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 How are you consistent or inconsistent in your religious practices? _________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Review Matt 23:23-24. Note: “Mint, dill (aniseed) and cumin were herbs the Jews used in 
cooking or to perfume rooms. They were such insignificant items that they were not covered by 
the Mosaic precept on paying tithes (Lev 27:30-33; Deut 14:22); the precept did not apply to 
domestic animals and the more common agricultural products such as wheat, wine, and olive 
oil. However, the Pharisees, being so intent on showing their scrupulous observance of the Law, 
paid tithes even of these herbs. Our Lord does not despise or reject the Law; he is simply telling 
people to get the priorities right: there is no point in attending to secondary details if one is 
neglecting what is really basic and important—justice, mercy, and faith.”9 
  Both gnats and camels were considered unclean insects/animals. See Lev 11:4, 41-43. 
“How would Jesus’ condemnation of the scribes and Pharisees in these verses (23:23-24) apply 
to your practice of Catholic devotions? For example, how does scrupulous observance of your 
favorite devotion compare with how you practice charity to others?”10  ___________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matt 23:9- Apologetic Question- How might you respond to an inquirer who asks: “Why do you 
call your priest ‘Father,’ when Jesus explicitly commands to call no man your Father?” ________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Jesus uses hyperbole to post a warning that no one should pridefully desire honorific 
titles. His words are not meant literally. The New Testament writers elsewhere use ‘father’ for 
natural fathers (Heb 12:7-11) and spiritual fathers in the Church (1 Cor 4:15; Philem 10). The 
spiritual fatherhood of New Covenant priests is an extension of its application to Old Covenant 
priests (Judg 17:10; 18:19).”11 
 
Matthew 23:37-39- Jesus Grieves Over Jerusalem 
 When Jesus gazes upon you, His daughter, with great compassion and knowledge—as 
He knows every detail of your life—how might He grieve?  Are you in a place of freedom where 
you are “willing” to go to Him and “be gathered under His (protective) wing”? Talk to Him/ pray 
about what keeps you from doing so fully and with abandon. ____________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Prayer is the hinge of your entire life… because that is where Christ’s heart speaks to 
your heart in a way that words cannot express.”12 
  
Old Testament Connection: God is portrayed as a winged bird protecting Israel in Deut 32:10-
12; Ps 91:4; Is 31:5. 
 
(C) Glenda Canfield, March 2023. 
                                                      
9 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew: Texts and Commentaries, pp 198. 
10 Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, pp 84.  
11 The Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, with Introduction, Commentary and Notes by Scott 
Hahn and Curtis Mitch. (c) 2000 by Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA, pp 57. 
12 Burds, Peter. Quoted by E-Spirations: Daily Franciscan Steubenville Conference Quotes. Sent on-line Feb 25, 
2023 from webmaster@steubenville.org.  
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MATTHEW CHAPTERS 22-23 NOTES 
 
     Matthew Chapter 22 
 
 It’s like a boxing match. The bell rings, and Jesus steps into the ring to battle opponents 
who step forward, one in quick succession after the other. By the end of the match, only Jesus 
is standing victorious, with all three hostile groups “silenced,” or (literally in the Greek) 
“muzzled.”  
 
Matthew 22:1-14- The Parable of the Wedding Feast 
 
 What point is Jesus making in this parable? Why would it so infuriate the Jewish 
leaders? ______________________________________________________________________ 
 To read the parables of Jesus “properly is to see ourselves. But they are more than 
mirrors. They almost always become windows into the heart and mind of God Himself. As a 
result, they do far more than reveal who we are. They help us know who God is. They not only 
expose our condition, but also point to a divine remedy. Self-recognition without a divine 
provision would bring only discouragement. The Lord’s parables bring encouragement, because 
in them we meet ourselves and our God.”1 
 
 How does this parable summarize all of Salvation History? See Acts 13:46 ____________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
The banquet is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
 “Many are invited, but few are chosen” (Mt 22:14). How have you responded to Jesus’ 
invitation? _____________________________________________________________________ 
 “These words in no way conflict with God’s will that all should be saved (1 Tim 2:4). In 
his love for men, Christ patiently seeks the conversion of every single soul, going as far as to die 
on the cross (Mt 23:37). St Paul teaches this when he says that Christ loved us and ‘gave himself 
up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God’ (Eph 5:2). Each of us can assert with the 
Apostle that Christ ‘loved me and gave himself for me’ (Gal 2:20). However, God in his infinite 
wisdom respects man’s freedom: man is free to reject grace (Mt 7:13-14).”2 
 
 “Whether I hear God’s call or not depends on the condition of my ears, and exactly what 
I hear depends upon my spiritual attitude. God will not come to force or plead with you. When 
our Lord called His disciples, He did it without irresistible pressure from the outside. The quiet, 
yet passionate, insistence of His ‘Follow Me’ was spoken to men whose every sense was 
receptive (Mt 4:19). If we allow the Holy Spirit to bring us face-to-face with God, we too will 

                                                      
1 Inrig, Gary. The Parables: Understanding What Jesus Meant. (c) 1991 by Discovery House Publishing, Inc., Grand 
Rapids, MI, pp 8. 
2 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew: Texts and Commentaries. (c) 1998 by Four Courts Press, Dublin, Ireland, pp 188. 
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hear what Isaiah heard—‘the voice of the Lord’ (Is 6:8). In perfect freedom, we too will say, 
‘Here I am! Send me!’”3 
 
 And so before this boxing match or “wisdom contest begins, Jesus makes a kind of 
opening statement with His Parable of the Marriage Feast. In this parable, God the Father is 
king, Jesus is the son getting married, and the marriage feast is the new Passover (the 
Eucharist) that Jesus is about to celebrate. The invitees are the leaders of Israel, the people who 
ought to welcome the coming of Israel’s Messiah, but they reject the invitation and even abuse 
the messengers. So the king sends his troops to burn their city—a reference to the destruction 
of Jerusalem, which would take place in less than 40 years (ca. AD 70). Riffraff from the streets 
(that is, the Gentiles) are recruited to fill the kings’ banquet hall (the Church), which is now 
filled with ‘both good and bad,’ reminding us of the weeds, the wheat, and the net. A guest, 
however, shows up with no wedding garment (good deeds; see Revelation 19:8), so the host 
tosses him out. Sometimes this is necessary in the Church (see 1 Cor 5:9-13).”4 
 
 “What is the significance of the man without wedding clothes who is thrown outside? 
See Revelation 19:7-9.”5  _________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:15-22- Paying Taxes to Caesar 
 It is a testimony to how much the Pharisees and Herodians hated Jesus that we see 
them joining forces to attempt to entangle Jesus in a political question. The Herodians 
supported the regime of Herod and Roman rule for the comforts afforded them by 
compromise. The Pharisees, on the other hand, were strongly anti-Roman and zealous Law 
keepers who regarded Herod with disdain. “These groups found a common enemy in Jesus. The 
Pharisees did not like Jesus because he exposed their hypocrisy. The Herodians also saw Jesus 
as a threat. They had lost political control when, as a result of reported unrest, Rome had 
deposed Archelaus (Herod’s son with authority over Judea) and replaced him with a Roman 
governor. The Herodians feared that Jesus would cause still more instability in Judea and that 
Rome might react by never replacing the Roman leaders with a descendant of Herod. 
 Judea had been a Roman province since 63 BC. But the Jews had fairly recently been 
forced to pay taxes or tribute to Caesar—in AD 6, the Sanhedrin (Jewish Council) was made 
responsible to collect taxes. There were three basic taxes: (1) a land or produce tax took one-
tenth of all grain and one-fifth of all fruit or wine; (2) everyone aged fourteen to sixty-five paid 
a head or poll tax collected when a census was taken--- one day’s wages; and (3) a custom tax 
was collected at ports and city gates as tolls for goods transported – rates were 2 to 5% of the 
value of the goods. 

                                                      
3 Chambers, Oswald. My Utmost for His Highest. (c) 1992 by Our Daily Bread Publishers, Grand Rapids, MI, Jan 14. 
4 Bergsma, John. New Testament Basics for Catholics. (c) 2015 by Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, IN, pp 62-63. 
5 Cavins, Jeff and Sarah Christmyer. The Great Adventure: Matthew: The King and His Kingdom. (c) 2019 by 
Ascension Publishing, West Chester, PA, pp 136. 
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 This was a hot topic in Palestine. The Jews hated to pay taxes to Rome because the 
money supported their oppressors and symbolized their subjection. Much of the tax money 
also went to maintain the heathen temples and luxurious lifestyle of Rome’s upper class. 
 The Pharisees were against these taxes on religious grounds. The Herodians supported 
taxation on political grounds. Thus, either a yes or a no could lead Jesus into trouble.”6 
 How did Jesus’ reply support both civil authority and the higher rights of God, as parallel 
duties? _______________________________________________________________________ 
 Note how this would have been a dramatic moment, for a coin with Tiberius Caesar’s 
imprint would not have been readily available in the Temple. It had to be fetched. (The Jews 
considered it offensive, for God had forbade the fashioning of graven images in the likeness of 
any created thing in Ex 20:4--and so such a coin would have been off-limits on Temple grounds). 
All waited, with great anticipation, for Jesus’ reply. 
 
Matthew 22:23-33- Resurrection Life & Marriage 
 Jesus is quite brilliant here and proves (as no rabbi had ever done prior to this moment) 
the resurrection from the Book of Moses.  
 The Sadducees were the wealthy, high priestly families who controlled the Temple and 
all Temple activities and for the most part lived in Jerusalem. Knowing that they believed in the 
first five books of the Bible (Genesis through Deuteronomy, known as the Torah, Pentateuch, or 
Books of Moses), Jesus intentionally quotes Exodus 3:6. How does He point to the verb tense of 
this verse to prove the resurrection? ________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Note: There are numerous Old Testament passages that support the belief in the afterlife, (such 
as Is 25:8, 26:19; Psalm 73:24-25; Ezek 37:1-14, and Dan 12:2), but the Sadducees did not 
accept these books as canonical. Jesus worked within the framework of His audience. How 
might you adopt similar practices (i.e., not quote from the Deuterocanonical books when 
‘debating’ with a Protestant)? _____________________________________________________ 
 Jesus makes the point that the resurrected life will be entirely different from the 
present one. What does Jesus reveal here about the afterlife? ___________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:34-40- The Greatest Commandment 
 Love of God and love of neighbor: everything else is commentary when it comes to what 
is truly important. There is a beautiful simplicity in Jesus’ reply—but how well do you practice 
the Greatest Commandment? _____________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:41-46- Jesus’ Turn to Question 
 Jesus now goes on the offense. What question does He ask His opponents? Why are 
they unable to answer? See Psalm 110:1  ___________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How does Jesus hint at His divinity here? ______________________________________ 

                                                      
6 Barton, Bruce. Mark: Life Application Bible Commentary. (c) 1994 by Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, IL, 
pp 341-343. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “A couple of assumptions are at work here. One is your descendant can never be your 
master because he owes you the honor due a father. The second is Psalm 110 is a prophecy of 
the Messiah. Now, the Pharisees accepted both these assumptions, so they are stumped. They 
cannot figure out why David would call the Messiah ‘my lord.’ In hindsight, we know what the 
answer is: because the Messiah is also God Himself, true God and true man. But the Pharisees 
aren’t ready to go there. They aren’t ready to accept Jesus as Messiah, much less that he is God 
himself walking among them.”7 Jesus has essentially asked them: If the Messiah is not David’s 
son, whose son is he? This places them in unchartered waters. The new wine is being poured 
into new wineskins, and the old must give way. What a painful process that always is!  
 
     Matthew Chapter 23 
Matthew 23:1-36- Jesus Denounces the Religious Leaders 
 
 Are you surprised by Jesus’ tone of voice here and His blunt “woe” statements? How is 
this an example of ‘tough love’? ___________________________________________________  
 
 “The greatest among you must be your servant”- Mt 23:11. Whose feet do you need to 
theoretically wash today? What very, very unglamorous task needs to be done that you, God’s 
servant, must be quick to do? _____________________________________________________ 
 “What if holiness isn’t about getting bigger and better, but smaller and closer?”8 
 
 What reservations do you have about serving God? What might He be asking you to do 
that you might not choose? What indescribable joy and adventure might also await you? 
______________________________________________________________________________
St Ignatius describes coming to a point of “complete indifference,” when we solely want what 
God wants and become free of attachments that cause us to hesitate or refuse Jesus’ invitation, 
as the rich young man did in our past lesson. 
 
 How are you hypocritical? __________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Like the Pharisees, are you ‘greedy for honor and recognition’?  Like the Sadducees, do 
you practice what you preach- when convenient? See Romans 2:21-24, written by Paul, a 
former Pharisee and son of a Pharisee. ______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How do you “exalt” yourself? (Mt 23:12) ______________________________________ 
What does James write about this (James 4:6)? Mary in her Magnificat (Luke 1:52)? __________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                      
7 Bergsma, pp 66. 
8 Hahn, Scott. Quoted by E-Spirations: Daily Franciscan Steubenville Conferences Quotes. Sent on-line Feb 21, 2023 
from webmaster@steubenville.org.  
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 How are you consistent or inconsistent in your religious practices? _________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Review Matt 23:23-24. Note: “Mint, dill (aniseed) and cumin were herbs the Jews used in 
cooking or to perfume rooms. They were such insignificant items that they were not covered by 
the Mosaic precept on paying tithes (Lev 27:30-33; Deut 14:22); the precept did not apply to 
domestic animals and the more common agricultural products such as wheat, wine, and olive 
oil. However, the Pharisees, being so intent on showing their scrupulous observance of the Law, 
paid tithes even of these herbs. Our Lord does not despise or reject the Law; he is simply telling 
people to get the priorities right: there is no point in attending to secondary details if one is 
neglecting what is really basic and important—justice, mercy, and faith.”9 
  Both gnats and camels were considered unclean insects/animals. See Lev 11:4, 41-43. 
“How would Jesus’ condemnation of the scribes and Pharisees in these verses (23:23-24) apply 
to your practice of Catholic devotions? For example, how does scrupulous observance of your 
favorite devotion compare with how you practice charity to others?”10  ___________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matt 23:9- Apologetic Question- How might you respond to an inquirer who asks: “Why do you 
call your priest ‘Father,’ when Jesus explicitly commands to call no man your Father?” ________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Jesus uses hyperbole to post a warning that no one should pridefully desire honorific 
titles. His words are not meant literally. The New Testament writers elsewhere use ‘father’ for 
natural fathers (Heb 12:7-11) and spiritual fathers in the Church (1 Cor 4:15; Philem 10). The 
spiritual fatherhood of New Covenant priests is an extension of its application to Old Covenant 
priests (Judg 17:10; 18:19).”11 
 
Matthew 23:37-39- Jesus Grieves Over Jerusalem 
 When Jesus gazes upon you, His daughter, with great compassion and knowledge—as 
He knows every detail of your life—how might He grieve?  Are you in a place of freedom where 
you are “willing” to go to Him and “be gathered under His (protective) wing”? Talk to Him/ pray 
about what keeps you from doing so fully and with abandon. ____________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Prayer is the hinge of your entire life… because that is where Christ’s heart speaks to 
your heart in a way that words cannot express.”12 
  
Old Testament Connection: God is portrayed as a winged bird protecting Israel in Deut 32:10-
12; Ps 91:4; Is 31:5. 
 
(C) Glenda Canfield, March 2023. 
                                                      
9 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew: Texts and Commentaries, pp 198. 
10 Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, pp 84.  
11 The Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, with Introduction, Commentary and Notes by Scott 
Hahn and Curtis Mitch. (c) 2000 by Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA, pp 57. 
12 Burds, Peter. Quoted by E-Spirations: Daily Franciscan Steubenville Conference Quotes. Sent on-line Feb 25, 
2023 from webmaster@steubenville.org.  
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MATTHEW CHAPTERS 22-23 NOTES 
 
     Matthew Chapter 22 
 
 It’s like a boxing match. The bell rings, and Jesus steps into the ring to battle opponents 
who step forward, one in quick succession after the other. By the end of the match, only Jesus 
is standing victorious, with all three hostile groups “silenced,” or (literally in the Greek) 
“muzzled.”  
 
Matthew 22:1-14- The Parable of the Wedding Feast 
 
 What point is Jesus making in this parable? Why would it so infuriate the Jewish 
leaders? ______________________________________________________________________ 
 To read the parables of Jesus “properly is to see ourselves. But they are more than 
mirrors. They almost always become windows into the heart and mind of God Himself. As a 
result, they do far more than reveal who we are. They help us know who God is. They not only 
expose our condition, but also point to a divine remedy. Self-recognition without a divine 
provision would bring only discouragement. The Lord’s parables bring encouragement, because 
in them we meet ourselves and our God.”1 
 
 How does this parable summarize all of Salvation History? See Acts 13:46 ____________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
The banquet is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
 “Many are invited, but few are chosen” (Mt 22:14). How have you responded to Jesus’ 
invitation? _____________________________________________________________________ 
 “These words in no way conflict with God’s will that all should be saved (1 Tim 2:4). In 
his love for men, Christ patiently seeks the conversion of every single soul, going as far as to die 
on the cross (Mt 23:37). St Paul teaches this when he says that Christ loved us and ‘gave himself 
up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God’ (Eph 5:2). Each of us can assert with the 
Apostle that Christ ‘loved me and gave himself for me’ (Gal 2:20). However, God in his infinite 
wisdom respects man’s freedom: man is free to reject grace (Mt 7:13-14).”2 
 
 “Whether I hear God’s call or not depends on the condition of my ears, and exactly what 
I hear depends upon my spiritual attitude. God will not come to force or plead with you. When 
our Lord called His disciples, He did it without irresistible pressure from the outside. The quiet, 
yet passionate, insistence of His ‘Follow Me’ was spoken to men whose every sense was 
receptive (Mt 4:19). If we allow the Holy Spirit to bring us face-to-face with God, we too will 

                                                      
1 Inrig, Gary. The Parables: Understanding What Jesus Meant. (c) 1991 by Discovery House Publishing, Inc., Grand 
Rapids, MI, pp 8. 
2 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew: Texts and Commentaries. (c) 1998 by Four Courts Press, Dublin, Ireland, pp 188. 
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hear what Isaiah heard—‘the voice of the Lord’ (Is 6:8). In perfect freedom, we too will say, 
‘Here I am! Send me!’”3 
 
 And so before this boxing match or “wisdom contest begins, Jesus makes a kind of 
opening statement with His Parable of the Marriage Feast. In this parable, God the Father is 
king, Jesus is the son getting married, and the marriage feast is the new Passover (the 
Eucharist) that Jesus is about to celebrate. The invitees are the leaders of Israel, the people who 
ought to welcome the coming of Israel’s Messiah, but they reject the invitation and even abuse 
the messengers. So the king sends his troops to burn their city—a reference to the destruction 
of Jerusalem, which would take place in less than 40 years (ca. AD 70). Riffraff from the streets 
(that is, the Gentiles) are recruited to fill the kings’ banquet hall (the Church), which is now 
filled with ‘both good and bad,’ reminding us of the weeds, the wheat, and the net. A guest, 
however, shows up with no wedding garment (good deeds; see Revelation 19:8), so the host 
tosses him out. Sometimes this is necessary in the Church (see 1 Cor 5:9-13).”4 
 
 “What is the significance of the man without wedding clothes who is thrown outside? 
See Revelation 19:7-9.”5  _________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:15-22- Paying Taxes to Caesar 
 It is a testimony to how much the Pharisees and Herodians hated Jesus that we see 
them joining forces to attempt to entangle Jesus in a political question. The Herodians 
supported the regime of Herod and Roman rule for the comforts afforded them by 
compromise. The Pharisees, on the other hand, were strongly anti-Roman and zealous Law 
keepers who regarded Herod with disdain. “These groups found a common enemy in Jesus. The 
Pharisees did not like Jesus because he exposed their hypocrisy. The Herodians also saw Jesus 
as a threat. They had lost political control when, as a result of reported unrest, Rome had 
deposed Archelaus (Herod’s son with authority over Judea) and replaced him with a Roman 
governor. The Herodians feared that Jesus would cause still more instability in Judea and that 
Rome might react by never replacing the Roman leaders with a descendant of Herod. 
 Judea had been a Roman province since 63 BC. But the Jews had fairly recently been 
forced to pay taxes or tribute to Caesar—in AD 6, the Sanhedrin (Jewish Council) was made 
responsible to collect taxes. There were three basic taxes: (1) a land or produce tax took one-
tenth of all grain and one-fifth of all fruit or wine; (2) everyone aged fourteen to sixty-five paid 
a head or poll tax collected when a census was taken--- one day’s wages; and (3) a custom tax 
was collected at ports and city gates as tolls for goods transported – rates were 2 to 5% of the 
value of the goods. 

                                                      
3 Chambers, Oswald. My Utmost for His Highest. (c) 1992 by Our Daily Bread Publishers, Grand Rapids, MI, Jan 14. 
4 Bergsma, John. New Testament Basics for Catholics. (c) 2015 by Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, IN, pp 62-63. 
5 Cavins, Jeff and Sarah Christmyer. The Great Adventure: Matthew: The King and His Kingdom. (c) 2019 by 
Ascension Publishing, West Chester, PA, pp 136. 



 3

 This was a hot topic in Palestine. The Jews hated to pay taxes to Rome because the 
money supported their oppressors and symbolized their subjection. Much of the tax money 
also went to maintain the heathen temples and luxurious lifestyle of Rome’s upper class. 
 The Pharisees were against these taxes on religious grounds. The Herodians supported 
taxation on political grounds. Thus, either a yes or a no could lead Jesus into trouble.”6 
 How did Jesus’ reply support both civil authority and the higher rights of God, as parallel 
duties? _______________________________________________________________________ 
 Note how this would have been a dramatic moment, for a coin with Tiberius Caesar’s 
imprint would not have been readily available in the Temple. It had to be fetched. (The Jews 
considered it offensive, for God had forbade the fashioning of graven images in the likeness of 
any created thing in Ex 20:4--and so such a coin would have been off-limits on Temple grounds). 
All waited, with great anticipation, for Jesus’ reply. 
 
Matthew 22:23-33- Resurrection Life & Marriage 
 Jesus is quite brilliant here and proves (as no rabbi had ever done prior to this moment) 
the resurrection from the Book of Moses.  
 The Sadducees were the wealthy, high priestly families who controlled the Temple and 
all Temple activities and for the most part lived in Jerusalem. Knowing that they believed in the 
first five books of the Bible (Genesis through Deuteronomy, known as the Torah, Pentateuch, or 
Books of Moses), Jesus intentionally quotes Exodus 3:6. How does He point to the verb tense of 
this verse to prove the resurrection? ________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Note: There are numerous Old Testament passages that support the belief in the afterlife, (such 
as Is 25:8, 26:19; Psalm 73:24-25; Ezek 37:1-14, and Dan 12:2), but the Sadducees did not 
accept these books as canonical. Jesus worked within the framework of His audience. How 
might you adopt similar practices (i.e., not quote from the Deuterocanonical books when 
‘debating’ with a Protestant)? _____________________________________________________ 
 Jesus makes the point that the resurrected life will be entirely different from the 
present one. What does Jesus reveal here about the afterlife? ___________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:34-40- The Greatest Commandment 
 Love of God and love of neighbor: everything else is commentary when it comes to what 
is truly important. There is a beautiful simplicity in Jesus’ reply—but how well do you practice 
the Greatest Commandment? _____________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:41-46- Jesus’ Turn to Question 
 Jesus now goes on the offense. What question does He ask His opponents? Why are 
they unable to answer? See Psalm 110:1  ___________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How does Jesus hint at His divinity here? ______________________________________ 

                                                      
6 Barton, Bruce. Mark: Life Application Bible Commentary. (c) 1994 by Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, IL, 
pp 341-343. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “A couple of assumptions are at work here. One is your descendant can never be your 
master because he owes you the honor due a father. The second is Psalm 110 is a prophecy of 
the Messiah. Now, the Pharisees accepted both these assumptions, so they are stumped. They 
cannot figure out why David would call the Messiah ‘my lord.’ In hindsight, we know what the 
answer is: because the Messiah is also God Himself, true God and true man. But the Pharisees 
aren’t ready to go there. They aren’t ready to accept Jesus as Messiah, much less that he is God 
himself walking among them.”7 Jesus has essentially asked them: If the Messiah is not David’s 
son, whose son is he? This places them in unchartered waters. The new wine is being poured 
into new wineskins, and the old must give way. What a painful process that always is!  
 
     Matthew Chapter 23 
Matthew 23:1-36- Jesus Denounces the Religious Leaders 
 
 Are you surprised by Jesus’ tone of voice here and His blunt “woe” statements? How is 
this an example of ‘tough love’? ___________________________________________________  
 
 “The greatest among you must be your servant”- Mt 23:11. Whose feet do you need to 
theoretically wash today? What very, very unglamorous task needs to be done that you, God’s 
servant, must be quick to do? _____________________________________________________ 
 “What if holiness isn’t about getting bigger and better, but smaller and closer?”8 
 
 What reservations do you have about serving God? What might He be asking you to do 
that you might not choose? What indescribable joy and adventure might also await you? 
______________________________________________________________________________
St Ignatius describes coming to a point of “complete indifference,” when we solely want what 
God wants and become free of attachments that cause us to hesitate or refuse Jesus’ invitation, 
as the rich young man did in our past lesson. 
 
 How are you hypocritical? __________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Like the Pharisees, are you ‘greedy for honor and recognition’?  Like the Sadducees, do 
you practice what you preach- when convenient? See Romans 2:21-24, written by Paul, a 
former Pharisee and son of a Pharisee. ______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How do you “exalt” yourself? (Mt 23:12) ______________________________________ 
What does James write about this (James 4:6)? Mary in her Magnificat (Luke 1:52)? __________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                      
7 Bergsma, pp 66. 
8 Hahn, Scott. Quoted by E-Spirations: Daily Franciscan Steubenville Conferences Quotes. Sent on-line Feb 21, 2023 
from webmaster@steubenville.org.  



 5

 How are you consistent or inconsistent in your religious practices? _________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Review Matt 23:23-24. Note: “Mint, dill (aniseed) and cumin were herbs the Jews used in 
cooking or to perfume rooms. They were such insignificant items that they were not covered by 
the Mosaic precept on paying tithes (Lev 27:30-33; Deut 14:22); the precept did not apply to 
domestic animals and the more common agricultural products such as wheat, wine, and olive 
oil. However, the Pharisees, being so intent on showing their scrupulous observance of the Law, 
paid tithes even of these herbs. Our Lord does not despise or reject the Law; he is simply telling 
people to get the priorities right: there is no point in attending to secondary details if one is 
neglecting what is really basic and important—justice, mercy, and faith.”9 
  Both gnats and camels were considered unclean insects/animals. See Lev 11:4, 41-43. 
“How would Jesus’ condemnation of the scribes and Pharisees in these verses (23:23-24) apply 
to your practice of Catholic devotions? For example, how does scrupulous observance of your 
favorite devotion compare with how you practice charity to others?”10  ___________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matt 23:9- Apologetic Question- How might you respond to an inquirer who asks: “Why do you 
call your priest ‘Father,’ when Jesus explicitly commands to call no man your Father?” ________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Jesus uses hyperbole to post a warning that no one should pridefully desire honorific 
titles. His words are not meant literally. The New Testament writers elsewhere use ‘father’ for 
natural fathers (Heb 12:7-11) and spiritual fathers in the Church (1 Cor 4:15; Philem 10). The 
spiritual fatherhood of New Covenant priests is an extension of its application to Old Covenant 
priests (Judg 17:10; 18:19).”11 
 
Matthew 23:37-39- Jesus Grieves Over Jerusalem 
 When Jesus gazes upon you, His daughter, with great compassion and knowledge—as 
He knows every detail of your life—how might He grieve?  Are you in a place of freedom where 
you are “willing” to go to Him and “be gathered under His (protective) wing”? Talk to Him/ pray 
about what keeps you from doing so fully and with abandon. ____________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Prayer is the hinge of your entire life… because that is where Christ’s heart speaks to 
your heart in a way that words cannot express.”12 
  
Old Testament Connection: God is portrayed as a winged bird protecting Israel in Deut 32:10-
12; Ps 91:4; Is 31:5. 
 
(C) Glenda Canfield, March 2023. 
                                                      
9 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew: Texts and Commentaries, pp 198. 
10 Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, pp 84.  
11 The Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, with Introduction, Commentary and Notes by Scott 
Hahn and Curtis Mitch. (c) 2000 by Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA, pp 57. 
12 Burds, Peter. Quoted by E-Spirations: Daily Franciscan Steubenville Conference Quotes. Sent on-line Feb 25, 
2023 from webmaster@steubenville.org.  



 1

MATTHEW CHAPTERS 22-23 NOTES 
 
     Matthew Chapter 22 
 
 It’s like a boxing match. The bell rings, and Jesus steps into the ring to battle opponents 
who step forward, one in quick succession after the other. By the end of the match, only Jesus 
is standing victorious, with all three hostile groups “silenced,” or (literally in the Greek) 
“muzzled.”  
 
Matthew 22:1-14- The Parable of the Wedding Feast 
 
 What point is Jesus making in this parable? Why would it so infuriate the Jewish 
leaders? ______________________________________________________________________ 
 To read the parables of Jesus “properly is to see ourselves. But they are more than 
mirrors. They almost always become windows into the heart and mind of God Himself. As a 
result, they do far more than reveal who we are. They help us know who God is. They not only 
expose our condition, but also point to a divine remedy. Self-recognition without a divine 
provision would bring only discouragement. The Lord’s parables bring encouragement, because 
in them we meet ourselves and our God.”1 
 
 How does this parable summarize all of Salvation History? See Acts 13:46 ____________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
The banquet is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
 “Many are invited, but few are chosen” (Mt 22:14). How have you responded to Jesus’ 
invitation? _____________________________________________________________________ 
 “These words in no way conflict with God’s will that all should be saved (1 Tim 2:4). In 
his love for men, Christ patiently seeks the conversion of every single soul, going as far as to die 
on the cross (Mt 23:37). St Paul teaches this when he says that Christ loved us and ‘gave himself 
up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God’ (Eph 5:2). Each of us can assert with the 
Apostle that Christ ‘loved me and gave himself for me’ (Gal 2:20). However, God in his infinite 
wisdom respects man’s freedom: man is free to reject grace (Mt 7:13-14).”2 
 
 “Whether I hear God’s call or not depends on the condition of my ears, and exactly what 
I hear depends upon my spiritual attitude. God will not come to force or plead with you. When 
our Lord called His disciples, He did it without irresistible pressure from the outside. The quiet, 
yet passionate, insistence of His ‘Follow Me’ was spoken to men whose every sense was 
receptive (Mt 4:19). If we allow the Holy Spirit to bring us face-to-face with God, we too will 

                                                      
1 Inrig, Gary. The Parables: Understanding What Jesus Meant. (c) 1991 by Discovery House Publishing, Inc., Grand 
Rapids, MI, pp 8. 
2 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew: Texts and Commentaries. (c) 1998 by Four Courts Press, Dublin, Ireland, pp 188. 
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hear what Isaiah heard—‘the voice of the Lord’ (Is 6:8). In perfect freedom, we too will say, 
‘Here I am! Send me!’”3 
 
 And so before this boxing match or “wisdom contest begins, Jesus makes a kind of 
opening statement with His Parable of the Marriage Feast. In this parable, God the Father is 
king, Jesus is the son getting married, and the marriage feast is the new Passover (the 
Eucharist) that Jesus is about to celebrate. The invitees are the leaders of Israel, the people who 
ought to welcome the coming of Israel’s Messiah, but they reject the invitation and even abuse 
the messengers. So the king sends his troops to burn their city—a reference to the destruction 
of Jerusalem, which would take place in less than 40 years (ca. AD 70). Riffraff from the streets 
(that is, the Gentiles) are recruited to fill the kings’ banquet hall (the Church), which is now 
filled with ‘both good and bad,’ reminding us of the weeds, the wheat, and the net. A guest, 
however, shows up with no wedding garment (good deeds; see Revelation 19:8), so the host 
tosses him out. Sometimes this is necessary in the Church (see 1 Cor 5:9-13).”4 
 
 “What is the significance of the man without wedding clothes who is thrown outside? 
See Revelation 19:7-9.”5  _________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:15-22- Paying Taxes to Caesar 
 It is a testimony to how much the Pharisees and Herodians hated Jesus that we see 
them joining forces to attempt to entangle Jesus in a political question. The Herodians 
supported the regime of Herod and Roman rule for the comforts afforded them by 
compromise. The Pharisees, on the other hand, were strongly anti-Roman and zealous Law 
keepers who regarded Herod with disdain. “These groups found a common enemy in Jesus. The 
Pharisees did not like Jesus because he exposed their hypocrisy. The Herodians also saw Jesus 
as a threat. They had lost political control when, as a result of reported unrest, Rome had 
deposed Archelaus (Herod’s son with authority over Judea) and replaced him with a Roman 
governor. The Herodians feared that Jesus would cause still more instability in Judea and that 
Rome might react by never replacing the Roman leaders with a descendant of Herod. 
 Judea had been a Roman province since 63 BC. But the Jews had fairly recently been 
forced to pay taxes or tribute to Caesar—in AD 6, the Sanhedrin (Jewish Council) was made 
responsible to collect taxes. There were three basic taxes: (1) a land or produce tax took one-
tenth of all grain and one-fifth of all fruit or wine; (2) everyone aged fourteen to sixty-five paid 
a head or poll tax collected when a census was taken--- one day’s wages; and (3) a custom tax 
was collected at ports and city gates as tolls for goods transported – rates were 2 to 5% of the 
value of the goods. 

                                                      
3 Chambers, Oswald. My Utmost for His Highest. (c) 1992 by Our Daily Bread Publishers, Grand Rapids, MI, Jan 14. 
4 Bergsma, John. New Testament Basics for Catholics. (c) 2015 by Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, IN, pp 62-63. 
5 Cavins, Jeff and Sarah Christmyer. The Great Adventure: Matthew: The King and His Kingdom. (c) 2019 by 
Ascension Publishing, West Chester, PA, pp 136. 
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 This was a hot topic in Palestine. The Jews hated to pay taxes to Rome because the 
money supported their oppressors and symbolized their subjection. Much of the tax money 
also went to maintain the heathen temples and luxurious lifestyle of Rome’s upper class. 
 The Pharisees were against these taxes on religious grounds. The Herodians supported 
taxation on political grounds. Thus, either a yes or a no could lead Jesus into trouble.”6 
 How did Jesus’ reply support both civil authority and the higher rights of God, as parallel 
duties? _______________________________________________________________________ 
 Note how this would have been a dramatic moment, for a coin with Tiberius Caesar’s 
imprint would not have been readily available in the Temple. It had to be fetched. (The Jews 
considered it offensive, for God had forbade the fashioning of graven images in the likeness of 
any created thing in Ex 20:4--and so such a coin would have been off-limits on Temple grounds). 
All waited, with great anticipation, for Jesus’ reply. 
 
Matthew 22:23-33- Resurrection Life & Marriage 
 Jesus is quite brilliant here and proves (as no rabbi had ever done prior to this moment) 
the resurrection from the Book of Moses.  
 The Sadducees were the wealthy, high priestly families who controlled the Temple and 
all Temple activities and for the most part lived in Jerusalem. Knowing that they believed in the 
first five books of the Bible (Genesis through Deuteronomy, known as the Torah, Pentateuch, or 
Books of Moses), Jesus intentionally quotes Exodus 3:6. How does He point to the verb tense of 
this verse to prove the resurrection? ________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Note: There are numerous Old Testament passages that support the belief in the afterlife, (such 
as Is 25:8, 26:19; Psalm 73:24-25; Ezek 37:1-14, and Dan 12:2), but the Sadducees did not 
accept these books as canonical. Jesus worked within the framework of His audience. How 
might you adopt similar practices (i.e., not quote from the Deuterocanonical books when 
‘debating’ with a Protestant)? _____________________________________________________ 
 Jesus makes the point that the resurrected life will be entirely different from the 
present one. What does Jesus reveal here about the afterlife? ___________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:34-40- The Greatest Commandment 
 Love of God and love of neighbor: everything else is commentary when it comes to what 
is truly important. There is a beautiful simplicity in Jesus’ reply—but how well do you practice 
the Greatest Commandment? _____________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:41-46- Jesus’ Turn to Question 
 Jesus now goes on the offense. What question does He ask His opponents? Why are 
they unable to answer? See Psalm 110:1  ___________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How does Jesus hint at His divinity here? ______________________________________ 

                                                      
6 Barton, Bruce. Mark: Life Application Bible Commentary. (c) 1994 by Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, IL, 
pp 341-343. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “A couple of assumptions are at work here. One is your descendant can never be your 
master because he owes you the honor due a father. The second is Psalm 110 is a prophecy of 
the Messiah. Now, the Pharisees accepted both these assumptions, so they are stumped. They 
cannot figure out why David would call the Messiah ‘my lord.’ In hindsight, we know what the 
answer is: because the Messiah is also God Himself, true God and true man. But the Pharisees 
aren’t ready to go there. They aren’t ready to accept Jesus as Messiah, much less that he is God 
himself walking among them.”7 Jesus has essentially asked them: If the Messiah is not David’s 
son, whose son is he? This places them in unchartered waters. The new wine is being poured 
into new wineskins, and the old must give way. What a painful process that always is!  
 
     Matthew Chapter 23 
Matthew 23:1-36- Jesus Denounces the Religious Leaders 
 
 Are you surprised by Jesus’ tone of voice here and His blunt “woe” statements? How is 
this an example of ‘tough love’? ___________________________________________________  
 
 “The greatest among you must be your servant”- Mt 23:11. Whose feet do you need to 
theoretically wash today? What very, very unglamorous task needs to be done that you, God’s 
servant, must be quick to do? _____________________________________________________ 
 “What if holiness isn’t about getting bigger and better, but smaller and closer?”8 
 
 What reservations do you have about serving God? What might He be asking you to do 
that you might not choose? What indescribable joy and adventure might also await you? 
______________________________________________________________________________
St Ignatius describes coming to a point of “complete indifference,” when we solely want what 
God wants and become free of attachments that cause us to hesitate or refuse Jesus’ invitation, 
as the rich young man did in our past lesson. 
 
 How are you hypocritical? __________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Like the Pharisees, are you ‘greedy for honor and recognition’?  Like the Sadducees, do 
you practice what you preach- when convenient? See Romans 2:21-24, written by Paul, a 
former Pharisee and son of a Pharisee. ______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How do you “exalt” yourself? (Mt 23:12) ______________________________________ 
What does James write about this (James 4:6)? Mary in her Magnificat (Luke 1:52)? __________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                      
7 Bergsma, pp 66. 
8 Hahn, Scott. Quoted by E-Spirations: Daily Franciscan Steubenville Conferences Quotes. Sent on-line Feb 21, 2023 
from webmaster@steubenville.org.  
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 How are you consistent or inconsistent in your religious practices? _________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Review Matt 23:23-24. Note: “Mint, dill (aniseed) and cumin were herbs the Jews used in 
cooking or to perfume rooms. They were such insignificant items that they were not covered by 
the Mosaic precept on paying tithes (Lev 27:30-33; Deut 14:22); the precept did not apply to 
domestic animals and the more common agricultural products such as wheat, wine, and olive 
oil. However, the Pharisees, being so intent on showing their scrupulous observance of the Law, 
paid tithes even of these herbs. Our Lord does not despise or reject the Law; he is simply telling 
people to get the priorities right: there is no point in attending to secondary details if one is 
neglecting what is really basic and important—justice, mercy, and faith.”9 
  Both gnats and camels were considered unclean insects/animals. See Lev 11:4, 41-43. 
“How would Jesus’ condemnation of the scribes and Pharisees in these verses (23:23-24) apply 
to your practice of Catholic devotions? For example, how does scrupulous observance of your 
favorite devotion compare with how you practice charity to others?”10  ___________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matt 23:9- Apologetic Question- How might you respond to an inquirer who asks: “Why do you 
call your priest ‘Father,’ when Jesus explicitly commands to call no man your Father?” ________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Jesus uses hyperbole to post a warning that no one should pridefully desire honorific 
titles. His words are not meant literally. The New Testament writers elsewhere use ‘father’ for 
natural fathers (Heb 12:7-11) and spiritual fathers in the Church (1 Cor 4:15; Philem 10). The 
spiritual fatherhood of New Covenant priests is an extension of its application to Old Covenant 
priests (Judg 17:10; 18:19).”11 
 
Matthew 23:37-39- Jesus Grieves Over Jerusalem 
 When Jesus gazes upon you, His daughter, with great compassion and knowledge—as 
He knows every detail of your life—how might He grieve?  Are you in a place of freedom where 
you are “willing” to go to Him and “be gathered under His (protective) wing”? Talk to Him/ pray 
about what keeps you from doing so fully and with abandon. ____________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Prayer is the hinge of your entire life… because that is where Christ’s heart speaks to 
your heart in a way that words cannot express.”12 
  
Old Testament Connection: God is portrayed as a winged bird protecting Israel in Deut 32:10-
12; Ps 91:4; Is 31:5. 
 
(C) Glenda Canfield, March 2023. 
                                                      
9 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew: Texts and Commentaries, pp 198. 
10 Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, pp 84.  
11 The Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, with Introduction, Commentary and Notes by Scott 
Hahn and Curtis Mitch. (c) 2000 by Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA, pp 57. 
12 Burds, Peter. Quoted by E-Spirations: Daily Franciscan Steubenville Conference Quotes. Sent on-line Feb 25, 
2023 from webmaster@steubenville.org.  
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MATTHEW CHAPTERS 22-23 NOTES 
 
     Matthew Chapter 22 
 
 It’s like a boxing match. The bell rings, and Jesus steps into the ring to battle opponents 
who step forward, one in quick succession after the other. By the end of the match, only Jesus 
is standing victorious, with all three hostile groups “silenced,” or (literally in the Greek) 
“muzzled.”  
 
Matthew 22:1-14- The Parable of the Wedding Feast 
 
 What point is Jesus making in this parable? Why would it so infuriate the Jewish 
leaders? ______________________________________________________________________ 
 To read the parables of Jesus “properly is to see ourselves. But they are more than 
mirrors. They almost always become windows into the heart and mind of God Himself. As a 
result, they do far more than reveal who we are. They help us know who God is. They not only 
expose our condition, but also point to a divine remedy. Self-recognition without a divine 
provision would bring only discouragement. The Lord’s parables bring encouragement, because 
in them we meet ourselves and our God.”1 
 
 How does this parable summarize all of Salvation History? See Acts 13:46 ____________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
The banquet is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
 “Many are invited, but few are chosen” (Mt 22:14). How have you responded to Jesus’ 
invitation? _____________________________________________________________________ 
 “These words in no way conflict with God’s will that all should be saved (1 Tim 2:4). In 
his love for men, Christ patiently seeks the conversion of every single soul, going as far as to die 
on the cross (Mt 23:37). St Paul teaches this when he says that Christ loved us and ‘gave himself 
up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God’ (Eph 5:2). Each of us can assert with the 
Apostle that Christ ‘loved me and gave himself for me’ (Gal 2:20). However, God in his infinite 
wisdom respects man’s freedom: man is free to reject grace (Mt 7:13-14).”2 
 
 “Whether I hear God’s call or not depends on the condition of my ears, and exactly what 
I hear depends upon my spiritual attitude. God will not come to force or plead with you. When 
our Lord called His disciples, He did it without irresistible pressure from the outside. The quiet, 
yet passionate, insistence of His ‘Follow Me’ was spoken to men whose every sense was 
receptive (Mt 4:19). If we allow the Holy Spirit to bring us face-to-face with God, we too will 

                                                      
1 Inrig, Gary. The Parables: Understanding What Jesus Meant. (c) 1991 by Discovery House Publishing, Inc., Grand 
Rapids, MI, pp 8. 
2 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew: Texts and Commentaries. (c) 1998 by Four Courts Press, Dublin, Ireland, pp 188. 
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hear what Isaiah heard—‘the voice of the Lord’ (Is 6:8). In perfect freedom, we too will say, 
‘Here I am! Send me!’”3 
 
 And so before this boxing match or “wisdom contest begins, Jesus makes a kind of 
opening statement with His Parable of the Marriage Feast. In this parable, God the Father is 
king, Jesus is the son getting married, and the marriage feast is the new Passover (the 
Eucharist) that Jesus is about to celebrate. The invitees are the leaders of Israel, the people who 
ought to welcome the coming of Israel’s Messiah, but they reject the invitation and even abuse 
the messengers. So the king sends his troops to burn their city—a reference to the destruction 
of Jerusalem, which would take place in less than 40 years (ca. AD 70). Riffraff from the streets 
(that is, the Gentiles) are recruited to fill the kings’ banquet hall (the Church), which is now 
filled with ‘both good and bad,’ reminding us of the weeds, the wheat, and the net. A guest, 
however, shows up with no wedding garment (good deeds; see Revelation 19:8), so the host 
tosses him out. Sometimes this is necessary in the Church (see 1 Cor 5:9-13).”4 
 
 “What is the significance of the man without wedding clothes who is thrown outside? 
See Revelation 19:7-9.”5  _________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:15-22- Paying Taxes to Caesar 
 It is a testimony to how much the Pharisees and Herodians hated Jesus that we see 
them joining forces to attempt to entangle Jesus in a political question. The Herodians 
supported the regime of Herod and Roman rule for the comforts afforded them by 
compromise. The Pharisees, on the other hand, were strongly anti-Roman and zealous Law 
keepers who regarded Herod with disdain. “These groups found a common enemy in Jesus. The 
Pharisees did not like Jesus because he exposed their hypocrisy. The Herodians also saw Jesus 
as a threat. They had lost political control when, as a result of reported unrest, Rome had 
deposed Archelaus (Herod’s son with authority over Judea) and replaced him with a Roman 
governor. The Herodians feared that Jesus would cause still more instability in Judea and that 
Rome might react by never replacing the Roman leaders with a descendant of Herod. 
 Judea had been a Roman province since 63 BC. But the Jews had fairly recently been 
forced to pay taxes or tribute to Caesar—in AD 6, the Sanhedrin (Jewish Council) was made 
responsible to collect taxes. There were three basic taxes: (1) a land or produce tax took one-
tenth of all grain and one-fifth of all fruit or wine; (2) everyone aged fourteen to sixty-five paid 
a head or poll tax collected when a census was taken--- one day’s wages; and (3) a custom tax 
was collected at ports and city gates as tolls for goods transported – rates were 2 to 5% of the 
value of the goods. 

                                                      
3 Chambers, Oswald. My Utmost for His Highest. (c) 1992 by Our Daily Bread Publishers, Grand Rapids, MI, Jan 14. 
4 Bergsma, John. New Testament Basics for Catholics. (c) 2015 by Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, IN, pp 62-63. 
5 Cavins, Jeff and Sarah Christmyer. The Great Adventure: Matthew: The King and His Kingdom. (c) 2019 by 
Ascension Publishing, West Chester, PA, pp 136. 
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 This was a hot topic in Palestine. The Jews hated to pay taxes to Rome because the 
money supported their oppressors and symbolized their subjection. Much of the tax money 
also went to maintain the heathen temples and luxurious lifestyle of Rome’s upper class. 
 The Pharisees were against these taxes on religious grounds. The Herodians supported 
taxation on political grounds. Thus, either a yes or a no could lead Jesus into trouble.”6 
 How did Jesus’ reply support both civil authority and the higher rights of God, as parallel 
duties? _______________________________________________________________________ 
 Note how this would have been a dramatic moment, for a coin with Tiberius Caesar’s 
imprint would not have been readily available in the Temple. It had to be fetched. (The Jews 
considered it offensive, for God had forbade the fashioning of graven images in the likeness of 
any created thing in Ex 20:4--and so such a coin would have been off-limits on Temple grounds). 
All waited, with great anticipation, for Jesus’ reply. 
 
Matthew 22:23-33- Resurrection Life & Marriage 
 Jesus is quite brilliant here and proves (as no rabbi had ever done prior to this moment) 
the resurrection from the Book of Moses.  
 The Sadducees were the wealthy, high priestly families who controlled the Temple and 
all Temple activities and for the most part lived in Jerusalem. Knowing that they believed in the 
first five books of the Bible (Genesis through Deuteronomy, known as the Torah, Pentateuch, or 
Books of Moses), Jesus intentionally quotes Exodus 3:6. How does He point to the verb tense of 
this verse to prove the resurrection? ________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Note: There are numerous Old Testament passages that support the belief in the afterlife, (such 
as Is 25:8, 26:19; Psalm 73:24-25; Ezek 37:1-14, and Dan 12:2), but the Sadducees did not 
accept these books as canonical. Jesus worked within the framework of His audience. How 
might you adopt similar practices (i.e., not quote from the Deuterocanonical books when 
‘debating’ with a Protestant)? _____________________________________________________ 
 Jesus makes the point that the resurrected life will be entirely different from the 
present one. What does Jesus reveal here about the afterlife? ___________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:34-40- The Greatest Commandment 
 Love of God and love of neighbor: everything else is commentary when it comes to what 
is truly important. There is a beautiful simplicity in Jesus’ reply—but how well do you practice 
the Greatest Commandment? _____________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 22:41-46- Jesus’ Turn to Question 
 Jesus now goes on the offense. What question does He ask His opponents? Why are 
they unable to answer? See Psalm 110:1  ___________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How does Jesus hint at His divinity here? ______________________________________ 

                                                      
6 Barton, Bruce. Mark: Life Application Bible Commentary. (c) 1994 by Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, IL, 
pp 341-343. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “A couple of assumptions are at work here. One is your descendant can never be your 
master because he owes you the honor due a father. The second is Psalm 110 is a prophecy of 
the Messiah. Now, the Pharisees accepted both these assumptions, so they are stumped. They 
cannot figure out why David would call the Messiah ‘my lord.’ In hindsight, we know what the 
answer is: because the Messiah is also God Himself, true God and true man. But the Pharisees 
aren’t ready to go there. They aren’t ready to accept Jesus as Messiah, much less that he is God 
himself walking among them.”7 Jesus has essentially asked them: If the Messiah is not David’s 
son, whose son is he? This places them in unchartered waters. The new wine is being poured 
into new wineskins, and the old must give way. What a painful process that always is!  
 
     Matthew Chapter 23 
Matthew 23:1-36- Jesus Denounces the Religious Leaders 
 
 Are you surprised by Jesus’ tone of voice here and His blunt “woe” statements? How is 
this an example of ‘tough love’? ___________________________________________________  
 
 “The greatest among you must be your servant”- Mt 23:11. Whose feet do you need to 
theoretically wash today? What very, very unglamorous task needs to be done that you, God’s 
servant, must be quick to do? _____________________________________________________ 
 “What if holiness isn’t about getting bigger and better, but smaller and closer?”8 
 
 What reservations do you have about serving God? What might He be asking you to do 
that you might not choose? What indescribable joy and adventure might also await you? 
______________________________________________________________________________
St Ignatius describes coming to a point of “complete indifference,” when we solely want what 
God wants and become free of attachments that cause us to hesitate or refuse Jesus’ invitation, 
as the rich young man did in our past lesson. 
 
 How are you hypocritical? __________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Like the Pharisees, are you ‘greedy for honor and recognition’?  Like the Sadducees, do 
you practice what you preach- when convenient? See Romans 2:21-24, written by Paul, a 
former Pharisee and son of a Pharisee. ______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How do you “exalt” yourself? (Mt 23:12) ______________________________________ 
What does James write about this (James 4:6)? Mary in her Magnificat (Luke 1:52)? __________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                      
7 Bergsma, pp 66. 
8 Hahn, Scott. Quoted by E-Spirations: Daily Franciscan Steubenville Conferences Quotes. Sent on-line Feb 21, 2023 
from webmaster@steubenville.org.  
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 How are you consistent or inconsistent in your religious practices? _________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Review Matt 23:23-24. Note: “Mint, dill (aniseed) and cumin were herbs the Jews used in 
cooking or to perfume rooms. They were such insignificant items that they were not covered by 
the Mosaic precept on paying tithes (Lev 27:30-33; Deut 14:22); the precept did not apply to 
domestic animals and the more common agricultural products such as wheat, wine, and olive 
oil. However, the Pharisees, being so intent on showing their scrupulous observance of the Law, 
paid tithes even of these herbs. Our Lord does not despise or reject the Law; he is simply telling 
people to get the priorities right: there is no point in attending to secondary details if one is 
neglecting what is really basic and important—justice, mercy, and faith.”9 
  Both gnats and camels were considered unclean insects/animals. See Lev 11:4, 41-43. 
“How would Jesus’ condemnation of the scribes and Pharisees in these verses (23:23-24) apply 
to your practice of Catholic devotions? For example, how does scrupulous observance of your 
favorite devotion compare with how you practice charity to others?”10  ___________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matt 23:9- Apologetic Question- How might you respond to an inquirer who asks: “Why do you 
call your priest ‘Father,’ when Jesus explicitly commands to call no man your Father?” ________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Jesus uses hyperbole to post a warning that no one should pridefully desire honorific 
titles. His words are not meant literally. The New Testament writers elsewhere use ‘father’ for 
natural fathers (Heb 12:7-11) and spiritual fathers in the Church (1 Cor 4:15; Philem 10). The 
spiritual fatherhood of New Covenant priests is an extension of its application to Old Covenant 
priests (Judg 17:10; 18:19).”11 
 
Matthew 23:37-39- Jesus Grieves Over Jerusalem 
 When Jesus gazes upon you, His daughter, with great compassion and knowledge—as 
He knows every detail of your life—how might He grieve?  Are you in a place of freedom where 
you are “willing” to go to Him and “be gathered under His (protective) wing”? Talk to Him/ pray 
about what keeps you from doing so fully and with abandon. ____________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Prayer is the hinge of your entire life… because that is where Christ’s heart speaks to 
your heart in a way that words cannot express.”12 
  
Old Testament Connection: God is portrayed as a winged bird protecting Israel in Deut 32:10-
12; Ps 91:4; Is 31:5. 
 
(C) Glenda Canfield, March 2023. 
                                                      
9 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew: Texts and Commentaries, pp 198. 
10 Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, pp 84.  
11 The Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, with Introduction, Commentary and Notes by Scott 
Hahn and Curtis Mitch. (c) 2000 by Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA, pp 57. 
12 Burds, Peter. Quoted by E-Spirations: Daily Franciscan Steubenville Conference Quotes. Sent on-line Feb 25, 
2023 from webmaster@steubenville.org.  


